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Preface
This paper about Cosheston V.C. School celebrates its 150th anniversary. The
History concentrates on the School’s first century up to the end of Mr Welch’s
tenure as Head Teacher in 1963 almost exactly 100 years since the first log
book was begun. Research into more recent times at the School could be a
project for the bi-centennial celebrations!
It began as a simple exercise for a Local History class and became something
of an obsession. I’ve found the School’s past engrossing particularly in relation
to the historical context of the time and loved the little side stories it threw up on
the way – such as the visit of the Japanese Ambassador and the fate of the
submarine HMS E13. I could write another paper on what has been left out!
The central sources of information are the School Log Books from 1863 to
1980. Quotes from the Log Books are always in Lucinda Handwriting,
other quotes from other sources are in italics. I’ve used footnotes to attribute
sources and also to provide some background information if I considered it to
be useful or, more importantly, interesting. More detailed supplementary
information is contained in the Appendices.
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information and sources. Thank you to Chris for proof reading it and comments.
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Dock Community Centre, ably led by Tina Webb, who listened to me babble on
without flinching and gave guidance and encouragement when needed!

Tricia Allingham
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1. Origins of the School in Cosheston
COSHESTON NATIONAL SCHOOL - The National School was opened here on
24th instant. It is a very neat and commodious building, with a master’s house
attached and with all other conveniences. It is built in the meadow at the west of
the church. The site was given by N. Roch Esq., Paskeston. There were above
fifty scholars present – that is not half what is expected. The gentry of the
neighbourhood paid them a visit in the afternoon; among others were Mr and Mrs
Roch, Mr N.A. Roch, Miss Tite, Capt. and Mrs Glynn R.N., Miss Templer, Colonel
Clunes and family. Great praise is due to Mr N.A. Roch, for he has neither spared
time nor money in making the institution a creditable one.1

One hundred and fifty years ago on 24th January 1859 Cosheston and Nash
National School opened its doors under the auspices of the National Society2.
It was purpose built by Hugh Hoare an architect from Lawrenny, who simplified
original plans by Pritchard and Seddon3 the architects of Llandaff Cathedral. It
was designed to accommodate 120 scholars with living accommodation for the
master. It cost £930 4s 6d to build.
The origins of a School in Cosheston go back to the late 1830s when Nicholas
Adamson Roch and the Rector, the Reverend Holcombe, decided to start a
Sunday School to encourage the local children of the poor to read. Nicholas
Adamson Roch was the son of the principal resident landowner in Cosheston,
Nicholas Roch Esq. of Paskeston, a Bristol merchant related to the Roch family
of Pembrokeshire. He married Mary Adamson, a daughter of another Bristol
merchant. On the death of his uncle he inherited Paskeston Hall and retired to
Cosheston with his wife and son to live the life of a country gentleman.
Nicholas Adamson Roch was educated at Rugby School during the tenure of
the famous reforming headmaster, Thomas Arnold (immortalised in Tom
Brown’s Schooldays). He went on to Cambridge where in 1832 he received a
Bachelor’s degree and in 1834, his Masters degree. He studied law but
returned to Cosheston to take his place amongst the County gentry and a life
dedicated to public service. He, like his father, was a Justice of the Peace and
considered a stern Magistrate. He served a term of office as Deputy Lord
Lieutenant of Pembrokeshire and held many important public offices during his
long lifetime.4 However, he took a particular personal interest in the education
of the children of Cosheston.
In 1847 a major review of education in Wales was carried out resulting in the
“Report of the State of Education in Wales”, also known as the infamous
“Treason of the Blue Books”, which attacked the moral welfare of the Welsh
1

From The Pembrokeshire Herald January 28th 1859
The National Society for Promoting the Education of the Poor in the Principles of the Established Church in England and Wales. Its
aim was that "the National Religion should be made the foundation of National Education, and should be the first and chief thing taught
to the poor, according to the Liturgy and Catechism. The primary objective was "to teach them the doctrine of Religion according to the
principles of the Established Church, and to train them to the performance of their religious duties by an early discipline": The
secondary object was "to communicate such knowledge and habits as are sufficient to guide them through life in their proper station.”
3
From Pembrokeshire Buildings Robert Scourfield et al.
4
See Appendix 1 Obituary of Nicholas Adamson Roch recorded in the Francis Green Collection held at Haverfordwest Library
2
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causing much controversy and animosity. However, outside some of the
questionable judgements inferred from its Anglo-centric perspective, it was a
substantial piece of work that covered every parish in Wales.

PARISH OF COSHESTON - on the 18th of December I visited the
above parish.5
The only School at that time in it was a dame-school in Cosheston
village. This school has been closed for the week previous on account
of the severe weather. It was held in a room, part of a dwelling house.
The furniture consisted of two square tables, which (the mistress told
me) were exchanged when the scholars were in attendance, for
benches, and four chairs. There was a bed in the room, which took up
a great part of it.
There had been another school in the parish at a place called
Lawrenny Ferry, but it had been discontinued for a week; previous to
the time of my visit. The master of this latter school was not considered
to be in his right mind. Indeed, from what I saw of him, and the
conversation I had with him, I should say that he was certainly very
strange. He told me that his scholars had all deserted him lately and
that he was looking out for a situation; what he would like to have was
a situation as private tutor in a gentleman's family. He would be
satisfied with 6s.per week and his board and lodgings. He said he
could teach grammar in right well; and when I asked him what he
taught beside, the answer was "Oh, I teaches Latin, plane and
spherical trigonometry, navigation and the Lunars."
There was one Dissenting chapel, but no Sunday-school held in it.
The average of wages for labourers in this parish was 9s. per week on
their own finding. Such children as went to any school went to Pater
(Pembroke Dock).
David Lewis
Assistant Inspector
David Lewis added that he was “favoured with a letter from N. A. Roche, Esq,
which contains many remarks of great practical value”. Nicholas Adamson
Roch’s letter was published alongside his own report on Cosheston. In the
letter, Mr Roch explained that ten years previous (1837) he and the Rector had
set up a Sunday School to teach reading.
By 1847 the school was established with the current Rector, Reverend William
Bowling and his wife, another lady, Mr Roch and a paid teacher, teaching for a
few hours every Sunday a group of 40 to 50 children principally between 5 and
5

From The Report on the State of Education In Wales 1847
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14 years of age. He said they concentrated on using the Bible and the Church
Catechism as their sources for reading and understanding. They did not have
time to teach writing. He complained about the parents’ indifference initially to
education although he believed that there was some improvement in their
attitude. He also dismissed the local Dame Schools in the Parish as “the worst”
he could recollect.6
On 23rd September 1856 his continued interest in improving education in
Cosheston is demonstrated: he, together with his father and mother, gifted the
land, on which a School and School House could be built, to the Parish of
Cosheston. It was the north east corner of the field known as The Croft
alongside the Church. They gave this in a Deed of Conveyance and agreed:
...To hold the same unto and to the use of the said Minister and
Churchwardens and their successors for the purpose of the said
Acts, and upon trust, to permit the said premises and all buildings
thereon erected or to be erected to be for ever hereafter
appropriated and used as aid for a School for the education of
Children and Adults or Children only of the labouring,
manufacturing and other poorer classes in the Parish of Cosheston,
and for no other purpose. …and shall always be in union with, and
conducted according to the principle and in furtherance of, the ends
and designs of the National Society for Promoting the Education of
the Poor…
The Deed also laid down how the school would be governed and managed by
the clergy in religious matters and the committee of local landed gentry for
secular matters. It gave an account of how differences between the secular and
sacred elements of the education could be resolved.
It named the first management committee with the serving Rector, Reverend
William Bowling or his appointee as Chairman and Nicholas Adamson Roch as
the Correspondent (secretary). The others members were the local ‘great and
the good’ - Henry Leach of Corston, the other major landowner in Cosheston
though not a resident, John Clunes, then the resident at Woodfield Hall,
Lieutenant Colonel Edmunds, Anthony Glynn, Commander Royal Navy, a
resident of Hill House, Nicholas Roch (his father), Charles Thomas of Upton
Castle and Joseph Binns, the Nash Parsonage Clerk.
The Deed also allowed for a ladies committee of three to assist in the
management of the Girls and Infants which would be elected every year by the
management7. Taking an interest in the education of the poor was considered
an acceptable charitable activity for ladies of the time.
The School Management Committee set about gaining the subscriptions of
£645 1s 6d from both the Parishes of Cosheston and Nash. Together with a
capital grant of £285 3s from the government’s Committee of Council for

6
7

see full text of letter in Appendix 2
See full text of the Deed of Conveyance in Appendix 3
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Education, paid through the National Society, with which they could build a
School and accommodation for the School Master.8

Nicholas Adamson Roch
(c.1906)

Nicholas Adamson Roch continued to support the
School until he died in 1907.
He remained its
Correspondent even under the LEA control.
Throughout the first forty plus years of the School he
attended for a morning most weeks, taking classes in
arithmetic and dictation especially with the older
children. (One wonders if the School Masters saw this
as a mixed blessing as, on the one hand it helped
relieve them of some of their teaching burden but on
the other, they were under the eagle eye of the most
prominent member of their community.)

Each year for nearly fifty years Nicholas Adamson Roch hosted and provided
the pupils with an annual treat.
26th Aug 1879

Whole holiday. Annual school treat given by
Mr Roch. 90 children and several visitors took
Tea in the school at 4.30pm. Presents were
then distributed and rustic sports indulged in
till dusk.
Good order prevailed and all
seemed satisfied and agreeable.

From the log books we know that he helped out financially in many small ways
by buying the school a harmonium, paying school fees for some of the
deserving pupils and he also paid for additional monitor and Pupil Teacher
support when the government grant fell short. From the 1870s he is recorded
as giving numerous small prizes of pennies to individual pupils who performed
well in tests and exams and bigger prizes for good attendance.
He also helped in a more substantial way when, in 1870, an HM Inspector’s
report suggested that the Cosheston School required an additional classroom
for the infants. By 1873 this had escalated from suggestion to demand then to
threat that if another classroom was not provided the School would be taken
over by the local School Board and lose its Church school status.
The required accommodation will be most conveniently proved by
enlarging the existing Cosheston and Nash National School. If this is
done voluntarily no order of union under a School Board will be made
in pursuance of this Notice.
George Miller, Examiner
3rd day of March 1873

8

Minute paper for the Committee of Council for Education notes that the new school for 120 pupils and house had been
agreed with a grant of £285 3s from the Committee and £645 1s 6d raised by subscription.
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This led to Mr Roch promising the national Educational Department the he
would pay for the additional classroom from his own pocket. On 13th July 1874
George Miller wrote:
Mr NA Roch the proprietor of considerable property in Nash and
property in Cosheston is, it appears, nearly certain to affect the
required enlargement. The School was erected by subscription from
both parishes.
Mr Greene [Inspector of Returns who originated the first Notice] says
is an excellent school and as it holds only 3 off the 1/6th of both
parishes, I think the FN [final notice] may be indefinitely suspended.9
The actual extension was not built until 1880 again following HM Inspector
pressure.
What is certain is that without Nicholas Adamson Roch’s influence, the present
School would not have been built and Cosheston may never have had its own
village school. It is also clear that without his intervention in the 1870s, the
existing School would have lost its Church status and been subsumed by the
local Board of Education.
The School opened the same year as the Newcastle Commission was set up to
investigate and make recommendations for the provision of cheap and efficient
education for the Poor. This was the result of the substantial growth of schools
and training colleges and, consequently, growing concerns for the spiralling
costs of education together with more agitation for universal educational
reforms.
The outcome of the Commission’s report was to introduce the controversial
Revised Code of 1862 which, amongst other things, allowed Managers of
schools to claim at the end of the year:
The sum of 4s [shillings] per scholar according to the average
number in attendance throughout the year at the morning and
afternoon meetings of their school.
For every scholar who has attended more than 200 morning or
afternoon meetings of their school: If more than 6 years of age, 8s subject to examination.
 If under 6 years of age, 6s 6d [pence] subject to a report by the
inspector that such children are instructed suitably to their age,
and in a manner not interfere with the instruction of the older
children.
Every scholar attending more than 200 times in the morning or
afternoon, for whom 8s is claimed, forfeits 2s 8d for failure to satisfy
the inspector in reading, 2s 9d in writing and 2s 8d in arithmetic.

9

Notice of the Educational Department
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Every scholar, for whom the grants dependent upon examination are
claimed, must be examined according to one of the following
standards and must not be presented for examination a second time
according to the same or lower standard.
It also laid down expectations of Standards to be achieved and examined by
Her Majesty’s Inspectors.
One serendipitous benefit of the Revised Code was that from 1863 Head
Teachers were obliged to keep a daily log book. However, whilst its aim was to
keep records for the HMI to view on inspection, the log books have become little
nuggets of social history of the School and community. Little is known of the
every day life of Cosheston School before 1863 but thereafter they remain the
best primary source of information about the school and its daily business
particularly for the 19th century.

2.

Cosheston School Log Books

From 1st July 1863 it was the requirement for the Head Teacher to maintain a
daily log book. There were strict instructions as to what should be logged:
...The Principal Teacher must daily make in the Log Book the briefest
entry which will suffice to specify either ordinary progress, or
whatever other fact concerning the School or its Teachers such as
dates of withdrawals, commencement of duties, cautions, illness etc.
may require to be referred to at a future time, or may otherwise
deserve to be recorded...
By the late 19th and early 20th centuries the reasons for keeping a log book had
evolved and it was no longer kept daily but recorded specific events such as
teacher absence, school visitors and curriculum changes.
… [log books] must be kept from time to time such events as the
introduction of new books, apparatus, courses of instruction, any
plans of learning approved by the inspector, the visits of managers,
absence, illness or failure of duty on the part of school staff or any
special circumstance affecting the school… When the necessity
arises the punishment [corporal] should be administered by the Head
Teacher and an entry of the fact should be made in the log books...
Later log books gave far more discretion to the Head Teacher.
A record should be kept at each school… in a form readily available
for reference of events specially worthy of permanent record in the
history of the school…
The earliest log book (July 1863 to 1895) was made up of short daily entries of
factors that contributed to the life of the school. The mundane comments
though, when read over a period of time, begin to build a picture that tells us
9

something of the concerns of the school masters who contributed to the log
books: the seasonal flow of rural life, the pleasures and opportunities of interest
for the pupils, the devastating effects of disease, punishments meted to the
unfortunates who misbehaved, visitors and other events in School life. They
also indicate some of the very gradual changes in education, summaries of
annual HM Inspectors and Diocesan Reports, the difficulties of managing a
large group of mixed age and ability children and methods applied to ensure
some level of success.
The log book from 1895 to 1915 gave more detail on the curriculum planning,
staff changes, attendance etc., visitors to the school with emphasis on health
monitoring and attendance issues. The books from 1915 onwards10 reflect
more on the individual Head Teacher’s interests or whims, external events in
which the school participated, school trips, prize giving etc. and much less
about the minutiae of every day learning and activities.
The words of the long past School Masters in the four log books from 1863 to
1963 form the core of this history of Cosheston School. Other documents and
sources have been used to illuminate the jottings of past School Masters and
provide the context of schooling in the village.

3.

Cosheston Then

In the 1861 census approximately 500 people are recorded as living in
Cosheston. At that time 17 people claimed to be farmers, mainly farming 10
acres or less, 43 were recorded as agricultural labourers, gardeners or farm
servants with a further 9 being general labourers and 13 working in the
Dockyard as labourers. 22 people were connected with ship building, mariners,
fishermen or ferrymen, 38 were in service and 56 had a trade such as
blacksmith, joiner, mason, tailor or dressmaker. There were 8 others who
would qualify as landed gentry or the middle classes. The rest of the population
were made up of women and children and a few elderly people living on their
own means or dependent on the charity of their families.
From the report in 1847 the average wage for Cosheston was 9s per week. This
may well have increased slightly in the intervening years but it would be fair to
say that there was very little money to spare in such a community. However,
nearly 40% of 212 people recorded as working had a craft or were mariners
working in areas that required skills in measurement and technical knowledge,
19% of them worked outside the village probably in Pembroke Dock at the
Dockyard or with Ship Builders working in Pennar and along the Cleddau and
would be aware of the opportunities available for their sons with the right skills
and would probably appreciate the value of some education.
In the Tithes return of 1847 the two largest landowners were Nicholas Roch
Esq. of Paskeston (resident in the village) and Henry Leach, Esq. of Corston.
10

By the time of the books from 1963 the instructions are very much at the Head Teacher’s discretion and, since the
advent of computer records, they are no longer kept at all.
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By the 1891 census (168 recorded in employment) the numbers in agriculture
had dropped from 28% to 23% whilst those in a trade had increased from 40%
to 43%. Those in service had remained roughly the same and the Royal
Dockyard and general labourers had increased from 10% to 15%.
In the 1891 census there were only 15 Welsh speakers in Cosheston only one
of those was of school age from a family that had moved from Carmarthenshire.
The language issues, so deplored in the Blue Books, of rural Wales did not
impact in Cosheston.
The relationship between the Anglican Church and the local Dissenters based
at the Nebo Chapel also seemed to be cordial and it is clear that the nonconformists also sent their children to Cosheston School.

4.

School Building

You can still identify the original school building in the current school premises.
The School follows a design that was recommended by the National Society of
an oblong barn shape with one open room. There would be a lobby area at
either end one for boys and one for girls. The classroom would have been open
to the rafters. In 1875 Richard Gomer recorded:
The School dimensions are: 53ft X 17ft 7in x 15ft.
However, with up to 100+ children in the room the necessity for as much
ventilation as possible was to their advantage even if it was cold. The National
Society also recommended that each classroom had a thermometer so that
fires would only be lit when the temperature was sufficiently low and not based
on any individual teacher’s personal preference. Whether this was applied
strictly in Cosheston is unknown although we do know from the log book that
when the Rector’s wife complained about the cold during sewing classes, the
fires were lit! Certainly going to school in Victorian times was not meant to be a
comfortable experience.
The original chimneys at the East and West ends are still to be seen, and there
would have been an external school bell tower. (The school bell was blown
down in a gale in September 1896. There is no mention in the log books of it
being replaced.) It had windows running down both the north and south face of
the school to maximise the light especially in winter. It would have been stone
building, the exterior did not have a cement finish until 1900. Early reports in
the logs suggest that the school was annually whitewashed inside. When an
additional classroom to house the infant class was added to the south side in
1890s, the Head Master complained about the loss of light because they had
lost two windows. The playground would have had a surface of compacted
rubble and in April 1900 the HM Inspector was concerned that: “the stones in
the playground are dreadful for the children’s feet. The walls of the room are
very dirty. Class desks are too high”.
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The playground would have been segregated with areas for boys, girls and
infants. There were lavatory facilities in the south east corner of the playground
with a pump for water. In 1870s the Master reported that they had added higher
screens between the boys’ and girls’ lavatories to improve privacy.
The log books for the period between the wars do not suggest that very much
was done to the fabric of the building or to improving its usage. This excerpt
from an HM Inspector’s report in 1940 sums up the decline:
The woodwork of the exterior of the premises was painted during the
summer of 1939, but the interior needs a thorough overhaul. Damp,
discoloured walls, crumbling plaster, dilapidated doorways and other
lesser defects combine to produce a depressing atmosphere. The
floor of the main room is badly worn and should be renewed when
conditions permit.
In addition the playground surface is so
unsatisfactory as to make it unfit for Physical training. Washing
facilities consist merely of enamel bowls placed in the main room, the
water being obtained from a pump in the playground.
Surplus desks, benches and other material no longer required for
teaching purposes, stored in the main room, take up space which
could be used for Physical training and other school activities.
There is no chair or teacher’s table in the classroom and the
Headmaster’s desk is of an antiquated type….
Many of the pupils remain at school for the mid-day meal, for which
no provision other than hot water is made…
In order to make the premises more conducive to a good standard of
efficiency it is very necessary that the defects mentioned above shall
receive early attention.
The state of the interior from the photo below does not suggest that there had
been much improvement since the forties. The floor was still worn with rough
planks and the plaster on the walls was crumbling despite efforts to brighten it
with posters.
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Main Classroom Mid 1950s

Front Row left to right: John James; Derek Watts; Anne Johns; Jennifer Selby; David Hicks; Basil James; Desmond
Hallett Second Row left to right: Booby Simmons; Ashley Beard; Susan Selby; June James; Shirley Morris; Kathleen
Gilbert Back Row left to right: Mr Welch; Brian Griffiths; Raymond Cadogan; Derek Hallett; Janet Selby; Cynthia Morris

Over the years Head Teachers had reported various repairs to be undertaken
particularly slates off the roof and broken windows. The outdoor lavatories and
pump prove to be susceptible to freezing, blocking and overflowing. The school
fires were often smoking and cold weather caused problems.
21st Feb 1956

Roads still treacherous. Water and lavatories
frozen. Headmaster arrived by car 9.20 found
large room still full of smoke. The fire was
removed and the bend of the chimney swept.
Thereafter the fire burned cheerfully. The only
casualty being HM’s clothes.

22nd Feb 1956

Weather
and
conditions
unchanged.
Repeated yesterday’s procedures with chimneys
in the Infants Room and Canteen.

However, the most damaging by far was the gale of 29th to 30th November
1954. RA Welch reported:
1st Dec 1954

A gale of hurricane
widespread damage.

force has caused
Fallen trees have
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blocked all roads and buildings over a large
area are damaged.

Report by Headmaster on Damage by Gale 29-30th Nov. 1954 to
the Director of Education:
As a result of the blocked roads I was unable to reach
school until 9.45. Mrs Hughes my assistant mistress had
sent home the few children who had arrived. Windows
were broken and the playground littered with slates.
I estimate that some 300 slates have fallen and sundry
others are loose and coping slates have been lost.
The small infants’ room is the worst affected with 4 broken
windows and large areas of the ceiling damp.
The large room has 2 broken windows and two large areas
of ceiling damp.
The girls’ ceiling lobby is very damp.
The main playgrounds have been cleared of slates and an
area close to the walls marked off as dangerous.
The lavatories have lost a dozen or so slates but are
usable.
We are continuing to use the main school room. With
further strong winds or much rain the situation might well
deteriorate rapidly.

It is not until Autumn term 1956 – almost two years later - that Mr Welch can
report that the school and lavatories have been repaired and redecorated
together with the installation of a hot water system in the kitchen!
Changes to the structure were slow and it was in 1947 a kitchen was added to
the south east of the building and on 18th July that school meals served for the
first time.
In 1955 a gate was erected at the playground entrance. Mr Welch commented
rather smugly:
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It will be interesting to see what effect it will have on
the many vehicles whose practice it was to turn in the
playground
It was in the 1960s that the school made significant progress first with the
installation of electricity, electric fires, the suspended ceiling and indoor sanitary
facilities added to the west of the building.
7th Dec 1960

The school now has lighting. A copy of a letter
to the Managers exists, dated 8th June 1951,
pointing out that the mains electricity supply
had been brought as far as the School, and
hoping that the School could now be provided
with electric light as no other lighting existed.
It has taken nine and a half years for the
“wheels to turn”! It is hoped that the provision
of a mains radio set and perhaps a projector
will not take quite so long.

The general neglect of the School throughout the fifties may reflect the post-war
austerity but with so little investment in the School’s infrastructure at a time of
dwindling numbers of pupils and the dereliction of the School House, it begs the
question whether the LEA had plans to close it? It then opens the door to ask
why, in the sixties, they changed their strategy and began to make significant
improvements?
Selling the School House might have raised some revenue but lost them
valuable land on which the School could be extended. By 1980 the School
numbers had almost tripled and space was at a premium. The portable
classroom, to deal with the increase of pupils, was placed in the school yard in
1981 and is still servicing the School.
It is only recently that a common room for teachers has been created in the old
kitchen area with a new storage facility taking up part of the main schoolroom
and streamlined kitchen facilities taking away some lobby space.

5.

Cosheston Head Teachers

Generally, the contributors to the log books did not reveal a lot about
themselves as individuals except in reflection of their frustrations and what they
interpreted as important to record. School Masters working in National schools
before the Second World War will have come from humble backgrounds
themselves and probably have attended similar elementary schools working
their way through the Pupil Teacher apprenticeships, achieving Queen’s
Scholarships to Training Colleges and completing between one and three years
instruction to become certificated. It is not until Mr Reynolds in 1963 would the
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School have had a teacher who had a secondary school education prior to
attending a College of Education.
In the early days completing a daily log book was probably an onerous task at
the end of a long day which would have included the preparation for and
teaching the curriculum of the main body of the school, extra hours spent giving
Monitors and Pupil Teachers additional tuition and evening classes. They kept
their comments brief and mostly impersonal as the regulations advised.

James Morgan 1859-1861
There was a School Master named James Morgan who was 28, single and
according to the 1861 census return, living in the School House. It is recorded
he was born in Cosheston, but we know nothing more of him or his
qualifications. There is no trace of an earlier record in 1851 or 1841 censuses
for Cosheston, nor is he traceable in the Birth Marriages and Death registers.
The accommodation in the School House was shared with an agricultural
labourer, Matthew John and his wife Sarah, who are recorded as a separate
household in the census. It would be interesting to know if this practice of
subletting was by the School Committee of Management or by the School
Master to supplement his income and possibly to provide him with
housekeeping support.

William Owen 1861-1870
William Owen was the first contributor to the School log book and was
described by the HM Inspector’s Report of 1867 as certified in third class, first
division master. Third class certification meant he had successfully completed
three years at Teacher Training College which was the highest obtainable. He
had been in post for approximately a year and half when the log books began
so we know little of his initial plan of work. His entries tended to be sparse and
he seldom named his scholars directly. They referred mostly to attendance
issues and the reasons for poor attendance.
One of his major frustrations that he voiced through the log book related to the
unwillingness of parents to encourage pupils to complete their homework! He
wrote on 22 December 1870: “Gave up the charge of this school
today, having conducted it during the last nine years and a
half”.

William Griffiths 1871-1875
On 9th January 1871 William Griffiths, certified teacher of the first class opened
the School. (First class would indicate that he had completed one year of
teacher training successfully). Mr Griffiths suffered from bouts of ill health and
in 1874/5 he was absent from the school for months. His absence is noted by
HM Inspectors as reason for the deterioration of standards in the School. On
14th September 1874 Owen Cadogan the Pupil Teacher opened the School and
reported “Mr Griffiths being too ill to attend”.
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It is unclear whether Mr Griffiths returned to school. During this time the log is
kept by Mr Roch, Owen Cadogan and a third hand that may be the shakier
hand of William Griffiths. However, Mr Roch notes that on 21st April 1875 Mr
Griffiths ceased to be a teacher of the school. There has been no further record
found for him. He is referred to as the late schoolmaster by his successor but
‘late’ could also mean ‘previous’.
The 1871 census shows the School House as occupied but no-one staying at
the address on the day of the census.

Richard Gomer 1875-1880
On 1st May 1875 the school log states “I, Mr Richard Gomer, trained
at the Chichester Training College, drafted in second
division, took charge of the School”.
From his census entry he must have been about 20 and fresh from college. He
shows enthusiasm for establishing a new regime and his logs suggest he was a
new broom. However, on 21st November 1879 he wrote plaintively:
“I was too unwell to be in school yesterday (sewing)
afternoon.
I am suffering from neuralgia and
nervousness brought on by worry and overwork in this
school or rather for this school”.
On 17 December 1880, he stated: “My engagement has terminated
today, R Gomer.”
From the census returns we are able to find out a little bit more about Richard
Gomer. He was born in Wolverhampton c.1856. After leaving Cosheston he
appeared in the 1881 census to be a certificated teacher working in Hackney
still single and living with his parents who had a confectioner’s business. In
1891 he is recorded living in Shanklin, the Isle of Wight, working as an agency
inspector for Sun Life Insurance Company and married to Edith M who the
census stated was “born on a ship”. In 1901, he was living in Hampstead and
had become the Chief Agency Inspector for Sun Life but recorded as being
single and having a housekeeper, also single, Edith M Cheeswright, who is also
recorded as “born on a ship”!

James Hewtin Talbot 1881 – 1904
On 10th January 1881 the school log reads “I, James Hewtin Talbot, a
certified and trained master, commenced my duties here as
master of this school.” From the censuses James H Talbot was born in
Cowley, Oxford in c.1860. His father is described as a private compositor in
1861, but by 1871 his father was not in evidence and his mother was working
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as a housekeeper in a private house. In the 1881, 1891 and 1901 censuses he
was recorded as living in the School House and unmarried. He was sharing the
accommodation with James Purcell, a joiner and his wife as a separate
household. In 1901 census he had a lodger, Frederick William Lloyd, an iron
caulker, sharing the house with him.
He had a lengthy tenure in the post, arriving as a young man probably straight
from college and staying for twenty three and a quarter years. In that
period he saw major changes in educational provision as well as changes in the
village. The reports from HM Inspectors especially during the later years of his
tenure suggested that there was some laxity in his academic rigour and the
pupils’ work was adequate but sometimes slipshod. Although the Diocesan
reports remained positive, no doubt this was in part due to the support received
from the local clergy – especially Reverend TG Cree and Reverend WG
Spurrell.

Stephen Badham 1904-1915
On 11th April 1904, Stephen Badham, certificated and trained
teacher (Kings College, London) and late Head Teacher of the
Llanddewi-Velfrey National School, took charge. Unlike most his
predecessors, he was an experienced teacher having taught in at least two
other schools – 1891 and 1901 censuses recording him as the elementary
school teacher in Amroth. He was a local Pembrokeshire man born in 1864 in
Begelly to a coal miner’s family. He was also the first married teacher bringing
his wife, Sarah Elizabeth and his son, Ivor, to the School House. His daughter,
Catherine Dorothy, would have been born there. Mr Badham brought a fresh
perspective to the School. His predecessor had apparently let standards slip in
his later years but the new Head Master was organised, competent and
enthusiastic. The HM Inspector reports reflect the improving standards and for
the first time there are pupils being put forward for scholarship entry to the new
County School. Amongst the few successful candidates were his own children!
The Diocesan reports, always good, were brimful of praise and set the School
amongst the best.
His final log entry on 7 May 1915 concludes: “My engagement as head
teacher of this school ends today after eleven years service. I
leave to take charge of Manorbier School.”
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David Lloyd Lewis 1915-1917 and 1919-1947
On 30 August 1915 the school log book records: “I,
David Lloyd Lewis, Trained Certificated
Teacher (Carmarthen College) commenced
duties as Head Teacher of this School.” Thus
started a career in Cosheston School lasting in excess of
30 years. Mr Lewis saw the School through two World
Wars and considerable social change. However, his log
entries did little to suggest any dramatic change in the ways in which things
were done at the School.
From 1937 school photograph

His daughter wrote to the School in 1993 enclosing a 1937 school photograph
and a copy of a letter he had received on his retirement from the Board of
Managers thanking him or his long service.
…You will have known many different Boards of Managers, but this
present Board would like to assure you that none have realised more
fully than them the value of your long experience, or appreciated
more your conscientious and able discharge of your duties. Their
personal assessment of your qualities is reinforced by this esteem in
which they know you are held by the people of Cosheston, many of
whom of whose children you have taught…
We know he must have lived in the School House initially because his daughter
notes that she was born there in 1916. He was the last of the Head Teachers to
reside in the School House. However, we also know from the log books that by
the 1940s it was let to a third party and he must have found other
accommodation. A former pupil remembers him cycling to school daily from
Tenby.
On 27th April 1917 there is a short and unemotional entry in the log book: “I
temporarily relinquished my post as Head Teacher of this
School, today prior to joining the army”.
And on 29th April 1919 he writes: “I, D.L. Lewis, resumed duties as
Head Teacher.”
We know from his service record that he joined up in 1914 as a reservist for the
Army Transport Corps (ASC) where he was classed as MT (Motor Transport)
Learner. No doubt he was called up in 1917 but we know nothing of his
experiences. During his time in post the children commemorated Armistice Day
with two minutes silence, other than that there is scant indication in the log book
that the Great War ever took place.
By the 1920s reporting in the log books was less onerous and his entries were
very similar year on year – visitors, special talks, very occasional teacher
training, meetings, staff changes. He was the longest serving Head Teacher
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but his contributions to the log book reveal the least about the man. He was
remembered by another pupil as being “a hard man” and the rigid entries in the
log books support this.
On 19th December 1947 he reported: “My duties as Head Teacher of
this School terminated today – on retirement.”
From the Births Marriages and Deaths register he was registered in Narberth in
the last quarter of 1886 and the 1891 census has him living in Narberth with his
family in Market Square where his father was a shoe maker. His daughter’s
letter to the School says he died in 1977. We know he went to Carmarthen
College where Anglican School Teachers were trained and that his service
record indicates he had previous military experience.

Alun Rees 1917 - 1919
Alan Rees was the Teacher brought in temporarily to replace David Lloyd Lewis
during his army service. We know little about him other than he adopted a print
style of writing in May 1918 which might suggest a change in the way
handwriting was taught in school during that period.

RA Welch 1948 – 1963
Mr Welch’s entries into the log book reveal more about the
person than his predecessors. His entries are by far the most
entertaining and quirky. They reveal a happy and unstructured
approach to education. I’m told that he came into teaching after
serving in the RAF during the Second World War and he had
undertaken a short course of qualification on offer to exservicemen which might explain his unorthodox approach. The
log entries reveal someone who was keen and enthusiastic with
parties, concerts, music and sports recorded in much detail.
From school photograph
during 1950s

He showed a keen interest in using the wireless for lessons. During his time in
the School a canteen was added and school meals provided. He showed a
great appreciation for the cooking of Mrs Lloyd, the first school cook especially
after the post-war rationing was relaxed.
15th Dec 1954

A Christmas dinner was provided by Mrs Lloyd.
The children ate prodigious quantities of
pork, roast potatoes, sprouts and Christmas
Pudding with “all the trimmings”.

He certainly had a sense of fun. Ex-pupils do not remember a fixed timetable
and every day was an adventure whether they were picking primroses and
boxing them to be sent to London Hospitals or gleaning potato fields to
supplement the school kitchen or collecting mud from the creek to use for
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modelling. They took part in music festivals and sports events and school, for
some former pupils, is remembered as an idyllic experience.
6th May 1957

A baby barn owl, deserted by its mother, was
brought to the school this morning. We are
endeavouring to rear it on insects.

Further evidence of Mr Welch’s mild eccentricity:
14th Dec 1956

A picture of the Headmaster and his three
younger children, making their way to school
under ‘donkey’ power has been published in
the local press. It is hoped that this will be a
temporary measure for the period of petrol
shortage only. [Suez Crisis]

Former pupils remember the donkeys well – Jack and Jill – as they were invited
to the Welch’s home for chaotic but fun birthday parties of his own children.
His personal time keeping was a little erratic and he recorded at least 15
instances of trouble with his car making him late for work. He must have had
the most unreliable cars in Pembrokeshire. It is not surprising to find that he
was known to his pupils as “Crock” Welch because of the frequency in which
the cars broke down! There were many instances that he recorded for being
late but the most bizarre was probably:
15th July 1954

I was about to set off for school when I was
called back by my wife. I found Andrew, aged
three, with his head fixed between the bars of
a chair. After all efforts were unavailing to
release him the saw had to be brought into
use – result ¼ hour late.

During his time in post there were declining numbers of children and by 1963
the School had a mere 22 children on its register. This probably enabled the
unstructured timetable and that sports teams were made up of both girls and
boys and across age groups. However, there is no evidence from the Log
Books that Mr Welch was particularly rigorous in academic work and at the time
when the ‘Baby Boomers’ would have been in primary schools the number of
pupils is very low.
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Mixed Cricket Team c.1956

Back Row: Janet Selby, Ashley Bond, Derek Watts, Bobby Symonds, Cynthia Morris
Front Row: John James, Derek Hallett, Raymond Cadogan, David Jones, Brian Griffiths

Unfortunately Mr Welch did not complete a final entry in the log book on his
leaving the school. His final words were recorded on 9th July 1963 about the
delivery of a record player by British Rail Services which, in its way, is a suitable
epitaph as he, more than any of his predecessors, equipped the School with the
latest technology, sports equipment, furniture, kitchen utensils, percussion
instruments and a host of other paraphernalia not previously known!

Creighton W Reynolds 1963-1980
Mr Reynolds’ entries in the log book reveal an industrious
teacher who maintained an interesting variety of activities
with the children that had been introduced by his
predecessor but he built upon them. It is during this time
that he re-introduced a prize giving event at the end of the
summer term.
From a school photograph c.1968

Mr Reynolds’ final entry in the log book:
28th Mar 1980

Parents assembled with friends. Ven Rev. A
Lewis Archdeacon of Diocese, Rev. J Davies
Angle, Chairman of Managers and Mrs Owen
and Mr Nicholls also School managers –
Rector Rev Colin Bowen – a great colleague
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present to wish H/T a happy retirement after
nearly 17 years – in good and bad times at
this school.
The numbers on the roll Sept 1963 – 22, today
67 with more to enrol next term.
This is the last time this signature will appear
in this book. I wish Cosheston School and its
staff and pupils the best of fortune in the time
ahead.
The more recent and still living Head Teachers have not been researched for
this paper but they are:
Mr DT Harries 1980 – 1983
Mr Peter Sharpe 1983 – 1997
Mrs Glenda Evans 1997 – (she is the first female head teacher)

6.

Attendance at Cosheston School

By and large many of the concerns and frustrations of the early Cosheston
School Masters were common to each other and would have been shared by
other rural teachers. In some ways it was a lonely job unlike the larger urban
schools where there would be other colleagues to share the burden of operating
the School.
However, an abiding concern of all school teachers, rural and urban, would
have been maintaining attendance at school. From 1864 school grants were
dependent on attendance and successful examination of pupils by HM
Inspectors. It was payment by results and that would have reflected on the
Master’s salary.
Attendance of scholars became crucial and Cosheston School log books are full
of attendance issues and the writing of letters home to encourage parents to
send their absentee children especially prior to an inspection. The keeping of
registers was an art in itself. When James Hewitt Talbot’s accuracy in register
taking was queried by the HM Inspector he was summonsed before the
Management Committee to explain himself.
6th Dec 1881

The Managers, having called upon Mr Talbot to
hear an explanation as to the keeping of the
register referred to in the last report of the HMI
are satisfied with his account which Mr Talbot
has given of a corrected error.
N.A. Roch
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Before 1892 schooling was not free and each child paid weekly for their
education. This might only have been pennies but in large families of labouring
people this could be prohibitive. Neither was education compulsory, so families
were not constrained to send their children to school. Even those who did
attend school were not necessarily there full-time. Many families were
dependent on the additional income their children could earn. Mr Roch’s
comment to the Inspectorate for the Report on Welsh Education in 1847 was
true for the next sixty years even after 1880 when schooling became
compulsory:
But still the parents seem to consider education - or, I should rather
say, the mere prelude to education, such as reading and writing are rather as an accomplishment, as a rich person would regard German
or Italian, than as a necessary thing so that very little excuse is
sufficient for their negligence in not sending their children and a very
little affront sufficient for their withdrawing them.
However, little was done by the authorities to enforce attendance until education
became free.
9th Jun 1884

Admitted 3 boys all nearly 6 years old. They
haven’t the slightest notion of any school work
having been allowed to run wild. The School
Attendance Committee prescribes 5 as the age
at which children should begin their
schooling but as there is no supervision the
law is almost a dead letter. This loss of time
presses very hard on Standard I as the
children are compelled to do in one year what
they really ought to take 3 years for.

In November 1898 Mr Talbot wrote rather peevishly, after a somewhat scathing
HM Inspector report on attendance at the School:
…The average last year was 83 out of 116 on the books
which is not quite 72%. This is not good, but there is
one difficulty and this is that if parents are
summonsed for irregularity of their children, they
look upon it as done by the Master for spite…
However the following September during a particularly bad year for attendance
he recorded:
During the past year the parents of the following
scholars have been summonsed Martha Cook, James
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and Arthur Boyett, Louisa and Winnie Davies, Muriel
Phillips. Fines were inflicted in every case.11
In 1870 William Owen also fretted about parents of absentees:
12th Jan 1870
Attendance fair, the irregular attendants
have not put in an appearance since the
holidays. These are the first to leave and the
last to return. The parents of these children
are the loudest in their complaints that their
children do not get on in school.
During the first decades of the 20th century the Attendance Officer was visiting
the School fortnightly. At this time the enforcement of attendance changes the
ethos of attending school to ‘a must’ rather than ‘a nice to’. Register taking at
that time was quite complex with various absences such as required visits to the
County Medical Officer or Dentist being excluded and a quota of days each
quarter that had be registered. Heads had some discretion as to what days
they registered pupils in the school although they had to maintain a minimum
quota. David Lloyd Lewis came unstuck in 1921 when protracted bad weather
forced him to take registers even when attendance was low:
16th Mar 1921

…In order to make requisite number of
openings during the School Year the registers
were marked this afternoon although there
were only 40 children present.

The Weather
School logs can be excellent resources for weather reporting during this period.
Heavy rain, snow, frosts etc. all contributed to keeping children from outlying
regions of the catchment area (the area covered Cosheston from Lawrenny
Ferry to Golden Hill and Nash and Upton) from attending school. The paths
would become difficult to negotiate and the children’s clothing and shoes
inadequate for extreme weather. Comments like the following pepper the logs:
10th Aug 1863

Children from Nash and Golden Hill absent –
very wet the continued absence of these
children has a very injurious effect upon the
school.

3rd Dec 1867

Small attendance snow on the ground.

13th Jan 1878

Lawrenny boys absent raining.

11

Fines were usually 2s 6d per child
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Extremes of weather were also noted and the lighting of the school fires really
denoted bad weather:
4th Dec 1876

Have had both fires lit in the school lately not
on account of the temperature but because of
the wet.

13th Dec 1878

Thermometer reads minus 13 degrees.

10th Oct 1879

As far as weather is concerned, we have just
passed through the most comfortable week of
the year.

yet three weeks later…
29th Oct 1879

Had one of the school fires lighted today

.

30th Nov 1887

The new stove was lighted for the first time.

19th Jan 1891

This winter has been the coldest for a century,
the frost having lasted for about 6 ½ weeks.

18th Aug 1892

Shock of earthquake on previous midnight.

25th Sep 1896

During a severe gale last night the school bell
was blown down and many branches of the
trees were torn off.

1st Nov 1897

The weather has been so wonderfully warm
there has been no need for any fires.

18th Jan 1901

Owing to the severe weather no school was
held last week. The snow was nearly a foot
deep and over 20 degrees of frost was
registered.

19th Feb 1902

Blizzard which blocked the road with snow in
some places 5 foot high – no school.

6th Sep 1903

The heat during the last fortnight has been
most
intense
with
a
somewhat
damp
atmosphere the glass standing at over 80
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degrees in the shade. There were several cases
of illness as a consequence.
Later, David Lloyd Lewis sent children with wet clothing home when the school
fires were not lit
22nd Apr 1920

Very wet morning – 35 children present in the
morning – 13 sent home on account of wet
clothes – 47 present in the afternoon – registers
not marked all day.

23rd Jul 1920

Very wet morning – 32 present in school – 25
have been sent home on account of wet
clothing. Register not marked…

The terrible winter of 1962-63 also impacted on the School
10th Jan 1963

Owing to severe snow and frost, opening of the
school was postponed until today…

14th Jan 1963

Exceptionally severe frost conditions prevail.
The lavatories are still frozen. The canteen is
u/s owing to a leaking water storage tank.

15th Jan 1963

School closed.

16th Jan 1963

School opened for short sessions. Children go
home for dinner.

Full sessions did not take place until 4th February when the lavatories thawed
out!

Seasonal Work
The cycle of seasons also had their impact – at Easter, boys would be kept at
home for gardening. These might be their own gardens, necessary for
subsidence, but also the large houses such as Woodfield Hall (now Cosheston
Hall) had large gardens that required additional labour at this time of year.
21st Mar 1870

I experience great difficulty in getting the
children to attend at this season of the year.
The bigger ones are wanted at home to assist
to set the gardens and plant potatoes.

Usually the Easter break from school lasted for a long weekend but one year
Richard Gomer reported:
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26th Mar 1880

There will be a holiday during the whole
Easter week owing to the General Election,
gardening etc.

Later in the spring, was potato planting and sowing carrots. In July there was
haymaking and September/October potato picking and harvesting. The school
tried to arrange its holidays around this with breaks for two weeks to a month in
July but sometimes weather conditions prevailed with late harvests and this
impacted on the school attendance.
21st Jul 1879

Re-opened the school after the Midsummer
recess.
The haymaking which should have
been finished during the holiday was very
much opposed and retarded by the wretched
weather.

High Days and Holidays
It is easy to imagine a picture of relentless grind with little chance to relax and
enjoy life when considering the living conditions of the rural poor but in fact
when the opportunities arose to have some fun the inhabitants of Cosheston
made the most of them and in consequence, for many scholars, attending
school was the last thing on their minds.
There was an annual Michaelmas Hiring Fair12 (later to become the Pembroke
Fair) on 10th October each year in Pembroke that eventually resulted in the
school having a half or whole day’s holiday to accommodate it.
The log books record cattle markets, pig markets, sales in the village, a
travelling circus, the mustering of the Yeomanry, Pembroke Races, Lawrenny
Races, “the hounds in the village” (to the abiding annoyance of all the
school masters), Sunday school treats (Nebo Dissenting Chapel-goers and
Nash Sunday School), fairs at Lawrenny, Carew and Pembroke and a Friday
Market in Pembroke Dock
21st Mar 1879

Market day in Pater13, 48 only present. From
this cause there is always a large percentage
of absentees on Friday. Does this speak well for
the inhabitants? Are they not indifferent as
to their children’s educational progress? I
have at times strongly addressed the school on
this subject.

12

Hiring Fairs were a common practice up until the end of the 19th century. Working people who wanted to change their
employment came to a hiring fair to be “looked over” by prospective employers. Afterwards there was all the fun of the
fair and a good time was enjoyed by everyone.
13
Pembroke Dock was still referred to as Pater well into the second half of the century even by in-coming teachers
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1st Apr 1886

There were 15 children less in attendance in
the afternoon than the morning owing to a
small sale in the village. This shows what
trivial circumstances are allowed by parents
to keep their children home.

Holidays seemed to be very much at the discretion of the School Managers with
holidays for Easter and Whitsun until the 1890s – usually just for the religious
observance days, two or three weeks at Christmas and two weeks in the early
years in July extending by the end of the century to the month of July and
eventually changing to August. In 1863 the school year began on 1st July. This
seems to relate to the annual government inspection. In 1868 that changed to
March. By the 20th century the pattern is more recognisable of that today,
although school managers had the discretion to choose the holiday times with
consultation with the local education authority. After 1945 the school conformed
to the LEA vacations.
However whole and half holidays were given at the discretion of the
management committee. Where high absenteeism was expected as for the
Hiring Fair in October often a holiday was granted. Coronation Day, 28th June,
offered many diversions and in 1869 William Owen reported absenteeism
because:
1869 Coronation Day
holiday in the Dockyard many
children accompanying their parents to
various parties in the neighbourhood.
Later half holidays were given and then whole day holidays on this special day
so that it could be enjoyed by all.
1875 Coronation Day
a whole holiday given on account
of the Milford Haven Regatta and the
annual fete at Bush.
1880 Coronation Day
Holiday.
The celebration of the
Centenary of Sunday Schools and the
annual Bush Fete took place today.
In 1911 a holiday was granted for the investiture of the Prince of Wales in
Caernarvon. Mr Badham reported that the children were deeply interested
in the event.
From 1905, after the LEA was established, holidays were given for St David’s
Day along with hints for lessons on the County and Country history! In 1914 the
pupils were given time off for the centenary of Pembroke Dock and advised to
go down to see the pageants, decorations and flowers.
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Another event during the first 50 years was the annual School Treat provided by
Nicholas [Adamson] Roch. Towards the end of the century Mrs Seymour Allen
of Cresselly also provided a treat which carried on for a number of years. Mr
Badham recounts on 29th August 1901:
Through the kindness of Mr Roch, carts were provided
to carry the children to Cresselly
After the death of Mr Roch, Colonel and Mrs Phillips and their daughter stepped
into the position of being local patrons of the School with the presentation of
prizes to pupils with good attendance and in 1912 an Autumn treat at
Cosheston Hall.
Some events seemed of educational interest and resulted in holidays such as
the opening of the Tenby Railway 1863, the launching of the [ships] Thunderer
on 25th March 1872, Ajax on 9th March 1880 and Nile on 27th March 1888.
There was a whole day given over to the annual Pembrokeshire Eisteddfod
when it took place in New Milford (Neyland) on 17th June 1879. One log told of
time off for a frivolous reason:
26th Feb 1880

We have closed the registers by 10 minutes past
one and shall dismiss after 2 to give the
children the chance of some sport on the ice
whilst it lasts.

One intriguing comment on 12th June 1877 says that there was a half holiday
granted for the visit of the Japanese Ambassador – “His Excellency Jushie
Wooyeno Kagenori, Envoy Extraordinaire and Minister Plenipotentiary to his
Imperial Majesty the Mikado of Japan” and his entourage to Pembroke Dock.
Further investigation shows that the visit was for the launch of the corvette Hiei
built for the Japanese Navy.14
From time to time special events occurred more locally. The Rector from 1879
to 1895 was Thomas George Cree. He was the son of a London Solicitor and
had been a curate to his uncle in Buckinghamshire prior to coming to
Cosheston. Whilst he had the living he oversaw much of the reconstruction of
St Michael’s Church. Therefore when Mr Talbot wrote:
24th Feb 1881

Holiday in consequence of the chancel of the
church being re-opened

This was probably the end of the work.
The photograph below is
contemporaneous of the new chancel being finished15.

14

David James gives a vivid description of the event in his book “Down the Slipway” of the great pageantry, the floral
displays, the singing and wining and dining by the townsfolk led by the Mayor of Pembroke Dock and the other local
dignitaries
15
The photograph came from a collection of Mr Walter Hume, a successful Australian entrepreneur from Brisbane who
visited Cosheston as part of a world tour with his wife and son in the 1880s.
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Photograph from the Hume Collection University of Queensland c.1881

Weddings and Funerals
Half holidays, for the funerals of local dignitaries, were frequently allowed - in
March 1870 children were given time off to attend three funerals:
4th March

The school did not assemble out of respect to
the memory of Miss Iles a lady who took great
interest in this school and in education
generally.

8th March

Captain Wedgwood’s funeral.

16th March

School dismissed at 11o’clock. Mrs Hamilton’s
funeral.
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Other notable funerals included Nicholas Roch Esq. of Paskeston on 20th March
1866 and Rev William Bowling on the 19th November 1878 and of course of
Nicholas Adamson Roch16 in 1907.
7th Jan 1907

It is with regret I have to record the death of
our principal Manager and Correspondent.
Mr Roch died on January 5th after a short
illness.
He was the founder of this School
about 50 years ago and during that long
period he took the greatest interest in its
welfare.

10th Jan 1907

School closed by order. Funeral of Mr Roch.

Holidays were also given for Royal Funerals.
23rd Jan 1901

Mr Roch visited. News of the Queen’s death
told to the children.

The children were given a day of mourning on 2nd February for her funeral.
Again in 1910, Mr Badham wrote:
“Received letter from the Director of Education stating
that all Schools will be closed on Friday May 20th “the
day appointed by His Majesty King George V as a day of
general mourning for the death of King Edward VII of
glorious memory”.
A poignant reminder of the Great War was the time given to pupils to attend
Leading Stoker William Thomas’ funeral held on 31st August 1915, the first of
the village’s war heroes. The Pembrokeshire Herald described the funeral as:
…one of the largest that had occurred in the town [Pembroke Dock].
Dense crowds lined the streets, flags were flown at half-mast and
blinds were all drawn. The school children were massed at different
points en route. The procession, which started from the royal naval
hospital, included detachments from all the various corps of the
garrison, as well as a body of sailors, whilst the town council and
many townspeople also attended. A number of the soldiers talking
part were men who had returned from the front wounded, and
procession was headed by a body of Metropolitan Police.

16

See Appendix 1 for his obituary found in the Francis Green Collection at Pembrokeshire Local History Library
Haverfordwest
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The firing party was furnished by the 3rd King’s Liverpool Reginment.
Whose band palyed Chopin’s “Marche Funebre” and Beethoven’s
“Funeral March”…
At Cosheston there was another large assembly and the crowd
appeared greatly affected as the coffin, covered with the Union Jack,
was lifted from the gun carriage by six stalwart bluejackets and taken
into the little Church…
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Leading Stoker William Hayes Thomas RN
William was born in Cosheston on 24th June
1884 and was residing at 18, Park Road,
Chatham. He was the son of Charles and
Annie Thomas lately of Dale.
On 5th September 1914 he managed to
swim away from HMS Pathfinder a light
cruiser that was torpedoed in the North
Sea.17 After survival leave he returned to
sea to serve as a Stoker aboard HM
Submarine E13.
Gravestone in North East of
St Michael and All Angels Churchyard,
Cosheston

The Submarine was on its way to the Baltic
as part of the support to the Russians
following the Battle for the Gulf of Riga. Just after 2300 on 17th August
1915 a faulty compass forced E13 aground on a mud bank in Danish
Territorial Waters.
Whilst waiting for the submarine to refloat the helpless E13 came under
fire from two German destroyers on 19th August 1915. Fifteen crew
members were killed but a Danish torpedo boat, Soloven, prevented
E13's destruction.18 The Danes then interned the remaining crew and
boat. William was one of the dead.19
His body was sent back to Wales, where he was buried at Cosheston (St.
Michael and All Angels) Churchyard. He was the holder of the Cross of St.
George 4th Class (Russia)20

There were also holidays given for weddings of the local dignitaries including in
1864 of Miss Wedwood’s21 of Woodfield Hall on 14th June and Miss Louisa Jane
Bowling’s22, the Rector’s Daughter, on 2nd July.
School Masters, however, despaired of ad hoc attendance of village weddings
and funerals which interfered with the school day. On 21st May 1890 James
Talbot reported 40 children absent because of a funeral in the village. On 16th
September 1886 he complained rather tetchily:

17

From “When the Poppies Bloom Again Pembrokeshire and the Great War” Vernon Scott
See Lt.Cdr Layton’s first hand report in Appendix 4
19
From the Pembrokeshire County War memorial web-site
20
The Cross of Saint George was bestowed upon non-commissioned officers and enlisted men for extreme acts of
bravery in the face of the enemy by the Tsar of Russia. The award was abolished after the Russian Revolution in 1917.
21
Daughter of Henry Allen and Jessie Wedgwood who were closely related to the Allens of Cresselly. They lived at
Woodfield Hall during this period. Henry was the grandson of Josiah Wedgwood who set up the famous pottery. His
sister Emma married Charles Darwin, author of the “Origins of the Species”.
22
William Bowling was the second son of George Bowling, gent. Of St Michael, Pembroke
18
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As there was a wedding in church about 11 and the
parents of the children have a foolish habit of
encouraging them to run down and see it at the
church, we did without the ordinary interval.
However, when Martha Hughes the Assistant Teacher and a local girl more
familiar with local customs, took charge temporarily in 1915 she records that the
Reverend JJ Woolsey gave permission for the children to attend a wedding on
the following day and on 14th July:
Upper classes lined up 11.am at Church Gate to see the
wedding. Returned to school at 11.40 with a good
deal of money given them by the “Best Man”. Those
who had florins and shillings generously offered to
share with those who had nothing and all received
amounts ranging from 1d to 2s.

Illness and Accidents
Most distressing of all were the absences for illness and disease. The School
Masters were on constant vigilance for communicable diseases – regular
reports of children being sent home with ringworm until it cleared up. Scarlet
fever, measles, mumps and whooping cough were regular visitors to the village
in the 19th century with often many of the School either ill or in quarantine
because the illness. In the 20th century diphtheria, influenza and polio were
added to the list.
Based on the School log books it would seem that in the 19th century scarlet
fever was the most pernicious. To illustrate this, in the winter of 1876 through to
the autumn of 1877 Richard Gomer reported:
16th Nov 1876

One family in the village, to which three of the
scholars belong, is suffering from scarlet fever.
Placards have been posted in the village today
warning those who are infected against going
amongst others.

11th Dec 1876

Every precaution has been taken with regard
to the fever, and no other family has been
affected.

9th Feb 1877

George E Furlong, a little boy who was lately
admitted died suddenly this morning. He was
in school the day before yesterday.
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21st Feb 1877

5 children from one family have been kept
home today on account of the scarlet fever.

26th Feb 1877

Have had the school premises disinfected
today with chlorolum on account of the
prevalence of scarlet fever in the parish.

16th Apr 1877

5 children from one family have returned to
school being absent for about 8 weeks on
account of the scarlet fever.

17th Apr 1877

Another family of 4 children are today kept at
home on account of the fever.

19th Apr 1877

15 children absent on account of the scarlet
fever this week. Caroline A John who was
admitted on 7th inst died this morning
.

29th May 1877

Another family in the village has been
attacked by the scarlet fever today. There are
now 16 children absent. The school premises
are kept constantly disinfected and every care
is taken to prevent further illness in the
children.

23rd Jul 1877

Several further cases of scarlet fever have
transpired during the holidays.

11th Sep 1877

There is no case of scarlet fever in the village
now but some still absent from Lawrenny
Ferry.

The winter must have seemed a godsend after almost a year of battling the
fever but in March the following year:
15th Mar 1878

The whooping cough has made its appearance
amongst the scholars.

24th Jun 1878

Scarlet fever has appeared again in the
Village. Today four girls have been asked and
consented to carry a child’s coffin from the
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infected
house
which
is
opposite
the
churchyard, to the churchyard.
I have
dissuaded these girls and given the other
children full warning and advice.
26th Jun 1878

The Sanitary Officer
reference to the fever.

called

today

with

In some instances where older children were too ill to come to school the
younger children would be held back as there was no-one to accompany them.
Although the Victorian period was a time of high infant mortality, the poignancy
of the bare telling of deaths still resonates over a century later.
One shocking occurrence was the untimely death of Leslie Mathias recorded by
Mr Lewis:
18th Jan 1921

This morning when coming to School, Leslie
Mathias of Sunny Hill was killed by a falling
tree near the Church.

A week later he had to attend the inquest on the death.
Some of the other health hazards of the 19th Century are recorded including
several drownings and the salutary tale of watch what you eat!
20th Apr 1884

During the playtime two boys brought some
trashy sweet-stuff and not long after the
younger boy was taken ill. He lost his senses
but the fresh air restored him when he
immediately vomited. I warned the children
about
purchasing
such
rubbish
which
evidently contained some powerful drug.

By the early 20th Century there is some improvement in the mortality rate of
children in the village. Mr Badham reported:
14th Jan 1912

Dorothy Bosteville a little Standard II girl
died today. This is the first death amongst
the School children since I have been here.

However diphtheria and typhoid began to be reported and there were still
regular epidemics of measles, mumps, influenza, scarlet fever and scarletina all
of which affected the School. In 1913 Nurse Harris was appointed to visit
Cosheston School. This began the regular, initially fortnightly, appearance of
the school nurse who would be checking the children for all kinds of health
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issues. She would then report to the local Medical Officer who would see
children that she had identified as needing further attention. Soon after, there
were also regular dental checkups with some pupils being referred to the
County Dentist.
After the First World War the global influenza epidemic reached Cosheston and
the numbers suffering resulted in the School being closed for a month. Measles
was still a serious condition and there are several records of the Senior Medical
Officer closing the School for periods up to a month. Measles in particular
continued to be a major issue before the Second World War but the power of
immunisation for various diseases, especially diphtheria showed an immediate
improvement with no further outbreaks reported. There is one mention in the
early fifties of a young girl contracting polio and going into isolation. Shortly
after, the polio vaccine was regularly being administered at the School and no
further cases are reported.
From the fifties onwards, the school nurse made less frequent calls usually to
check for lice or as Mr Welch described them “head vermin”. By and large
children experienced good health although amazingly accident prone. Mr Welch
appeared to use the log book to record injuries and he seemed to visit the
Cottage Hospital at least once a year with children with cuts and bruises from
falling off roofs, fingers in trapped in doors and other various injuries.

7.

Teaching at Cosheston School

When National Schools were established they were meant to be affordable by
the labouring classes and they looked for the cheapest possible way to achieve
this. It meant keeping staffing costs to a minimum. Cosheston School was built
to house 120 scholars. Despite this potential number of students, only one
teacher was deemed necessary. That teacher was expected to control up to
120 children of mixed sex, age and ability and ensure that they received
sufficient learning to meet the requirements of the HM Inspectors and the
Diocesan Inspectors.
This was probably an impossible task to undertake
single-handedly. There were two tried and tested systems being used across
the nation and Cosheston was to adopt both of them.

Pupil Teachers and Monitors
The first was to employ Pupil Teachers. They were bright senior scholars –
usually 13 years old that took an apprenticeship for five years with the intention
of either entering a teachers’ training college such as Trinity in Carmarthen or
entering into the Civil Service. Pupil Teachers (PTs) were allowed a small
payment, dependent on successful completion of the annual examination by the
HM Inspectors.
The School Master would be responsible and paid for giving the PT additional
teaching in the necessary subjects out of school hours for about one and half
hours per day. Subjects included Algebra, Euclid (geometry), Measuration,
History and Geography, especially of Britain and the British Empire, Literary
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based subjects - Syntax (grammar), Etymology (understanding of words) and
Prosody (pronunciation and versifying), Holy Scriptures, Liturgy and
Catechism.23 In effect a secondary education undertaken part-time.
The PT was also supposed to learn about the ‘art of teaching’24 from instruction
by the School Master and on the job training. The main drawbacks to
successfully achieving this were that the PTs were very little older than the
scholars themselves and that they were learning their skills from Masters who
had developed their teaching craft the same way and bad practices were as
likely to be passed on down the generations as good ones.
We know that Cosheston had a Pupil Teacher before the log books began,
Edward Mathias is mentioned in the 1861 census as a PT, he came from a
more prosperous background than most of the local children, his father was
farming 200 acres of Nash Farm and employing two men. He was the first
known Pupil Teacher at Cosheston in a long line extending right into the 20th
century. A number of the PTs went on to take Queen’s Scholarships25 and from
there to Teacher Training College.
However on 4th April 1864 William Owen reported:
Edward Mathias (PT) left on this day – the managers
have given him permission to take a temporary
clerkship in the Dockyard. [The post subsequently became
permanent]
Edward would probably have been about 17 years old at the time and the
managers’ would have had to release him from his apprenticeship with them for
him to take up his new position. His departure obviously left a gap and on the
following day the log book reported the immediate response:
Mr Roch in school giving away the prizes for regular
attendance. He also appointed 6 monitors – 3 of them
are to attend in the morning and 3 in the afternoon
– each monitor is to receive 1 hour private tuition
every day and to pay no school fees.
Monitors were the second system used to support School Masters. The
practice was to appoint a number of monitors who would each be assigned to a
class and they would instruct the children in rote learning. Monitors could be as
young as 9 although in Cosheston they were generally at least 11. They would
also be expected to do some of the menial tasks in preparation of the day,

23

Girls were excused Algebra, Measuration and Geography of the Empire in exchange for increased proficiency year on
year in in sewing, knitting etc.
24
The Minutes of 1846 of the Committee of the Council for Education
25
Queen’s Scholarships were awarded competitively to PTs who had successfully completed their five years’
apprenticeship and passed the entrance examination. In effect the scholarship paid for their training at Teacher
Training Colleges. This allowed worthy candidates from modest backgrounds to become certificated teachers.
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sweeping the floors, lighting the fires putting out the slates and books for the
lessons.
The belief was that as long as the monitor had been suitably prepared for the
task he or she could take a section of a class and teach by recitation that piece
of work. The drawback was that often monitors had insufficient understanding
themselves and whilst they and their charges could parrot a lesson they could
not necessarily comprehend it. This may be the reason why Mr Owen lamented
the children’s reasoning skills:
12th May 1870

As soon as children have mastered the four
Simple Rules they should be made to think for
themselves, I often find boys, who can work
sums in the higher rules unable to reason at
the simplest problem, the teachers have to do
all the thinking.

Initially Mr Owen showed some enthusiasm for the monitors and began by
revising his timetable to suit the system. On the 13th April he wrote rather
hastily:
The monitors give perfect satisfaction so far.
Within months he was complaining about the irregularity of their attendance,
they skipped the extra lessons and sometimes their behaviour left a lot to be
desired.
However, the system continued with mixed success for many years. Most of
the monitors left to take up trades in the Dockyard but some continued to
become Pupil Teachers.
Whilst the monitors provided a stop gap it was not long before Pupil Teachers
were again being appointed. A number of them prove to be capable and as
they got older were obviously more useful around the School. The School
Masters were not consistent in recording when they appointed the PTs but often
recorded their successes.
In 1867 John Warlow was mentioned in the HM Inspector’s report as being a
first year PT. He went on to successfully obtain a Queen’s Scholarship to
Trinity College in Carmarthen.
11th Dec 1872

O[wen] Cadogan (PT of this school) has
obtained the 4th prize awarded to first year
apprentices for excellence in religious subjects.
The examination was held in Pembroke Dock
National School on Saturday October 26th by
the Diocesan Board.

40

Owen also went on to Carmarthen College on a Scholarship in 1876 and
returned to help out in the School whilst a student.
In 1886 Mr Talbot was pleased to record:
8th Oct 1886

Thomas Beynon PT in the school was placed
first in Class 1 in the scholarship list of 300
and was admitted to Battersea College today.

The most memorable Pupil Teacher whilst reading the log books was James
Purser. He was an able PT. In 1876 he was placed first in the PT Scripture
List. He passed the Queen’s Scholarship in 1878 but must have had second
thoughts because the following year he is referred to as the Assistant Master at
the School in the HM Inspector’s report. He then decided to try for entry into the
Civil Service. He had to travel to Bristol to take the entrance examination and
Mr Gomer wrote:
31st Oct 1880

It is worthy to note that James Purser, our late
PT and Assistant master has been highly
successful in his Civil Service Competitive
Examination for appointment to the Inland
Revenue Department – he being 38th out of 667
competitors. This was his first attempt.

There must have been much pride in his accomplishment for a boy from a small
village whose father was an agricultural labourer to have done so well.
Therefore the entry, a few months later, by Mr Talbot, was a real shock:
10th Mar 1881

Mr James Purser, late a teacher in this school
died today of consumption.

Worse still for the family, his brother, aged 8 suffered a similar fate:
6th Jun 1881

Thomas Purser a scholar of this school died
today of decline.

A third brother, Matthew aged 7, died on 3rd November of the same year. Their
headstone stands by the lane in the village Churchyard as testament to a family
tragedy.
In 1887 the first female PT was appointed – Martha Hughes. Martha was a girl
from the village, living in Little Mayerston. She completed her apprenticeship
successfully and stayed on to become the Assistant Teacher (initially
uncertificated but she achieved her certificate whilst on the job and through
annual examination) taking charge of the Infants. She became the first in a line
of female assistant teachers in the School – up until after the Second World
War – most of whom did not qualify through a Training College. She stayed
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with the School for some years although her parents’ ill health did mean she
had to leave for a few years. However, she returned in 1911 and stayed until
the end of 1919.
From 1911 onwards there are no more appointments of Pupil Teachers or
monitors but the School employed two Assistant Teachers. There were many
Assistant Teachers over the years, mostly women and generally spinsters.
They left to get married although few gave so little notice as Miss Robinson:
7th Nov 1909

Miss Robinson asked me at 11 o’clock this
morning if she could have the afternoon off.
When I asked her for what reason she said she
was going to get married in the Church at 2
o’clock.

31st Dec 1909

Mrs Allen (nee Robinson) resigned.

During the First World War one teacher, Mrs Leach (nee Miss Vera Cleveland)
stayed until her husband returned from Military duty in 1919.
After the Second World War when the School became primary only, the
teaching staff was reduced to the Head Teacher and an Infant’s Teacher. Miss
May was in the School for many years but she was the only teacher recorded
as passing away whilst still in post.

8.

What was Taught at Cosheston School

The primary purpose of National Schools was to teach children the basics of
education to enable them to understand the teachings of the Church. Before
1863 the specifics of the curriculum are not known although the Catechism and
the Liturgy would be standard and quite possibly the Bible and Prayer Books
would be the main text books.
After the Revised Code was introduced, the School would have been
dependent on its grant to stay open and the Code devised Standards of
Education from I to VI in the three “Rs” – reading, writing and arithmetic. It was
considered to be sufficient accomplishment for poor children who were
generally expected to earn their own living at eleven or twelve to complete
Standards I to IV.
Individual examination of children by the Inspectors would be the deciding factor
if a school could claim its grant. Lack of success in any particular and the
money would be reduced.26
Previous to the Revised Code, certificated teachers had been paid to a national
scale directly from the Committee of Council for Education according to their
qualifications which the Committee hoped would ensure the teacher’s standing
26

See pages [ 8-9 ]
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in the local community. All monies would now be paid to the school
management committee who would agree how much the teacher might earn
and it would often be performance related. More often than not this led to
reductions in teachers’ salaries and the loss of pensions. Many teachers were
earning less than local craftsmen so it discouraged many fit and able men from
entering the profession. Provision of free living accommodation for the Master,
as is the case in Cosheston, often supplemented the income. In the Education
Return to the County of 1902 the Head Teacher’s salary was £110 pa with the
School House being estimated as worth £15 pa to him.
Many teachers had to have secondary occupations to help make ends meet.
One early log entry by William Owen suggests that he was providing evening
classes possibly for adults or children who had to leave school early to
contribute to the family’s income. A number of the Cosheston Masters provided
evening classes for the monitors and Pupil Teachers although sometimes these
were conducted early in the morning27.
So that from 1864 schools obtained grants dependent on their rates of
attendance and their success in the annual examination of individual pupils in
the three “Rs”. Cosheston School was inspected annually by HM Inspectors
and pupils were examined, log books and registers checked and attendance
noted. Based on this information the inspectors decreed how much grant could
be awarded. The first log book contains most of the summaries of their visits.
Also, Cosheston, being a National School was inspected regularly by the
Diocesan Board of Education to ensure that the fourth “R”, religious instruction,
was sustained.
There is very little mention of the specifics of the curriculum in the early years of
the log book quite possibly because they had been laid down in the Standards
in the Revised Code. The School had four classes with Class 1 being the
oldest. Initially there was no specific infants’ class, William Owen mentioned
the need to offer a more differentiated syllabus to the youngest.
3rd Jul 1863

Divided class 4 into 2 – those that can read
monosyllables – those that are learning
spelling and alphabet

Other mentions by Mr Owen tended to be about deficiencies in reading or
neglecting homework or poor behaviour.
The girls received instruction in plain needlework on Tuesday and Thursday
afternoons. In the earlier years the School was very reliant on Mrs Eleanor
Bowling the Rector’s wife who seemed to attend weekly to help with this class
which is just as well for Mr Owen had regular issues with the behaviour of the
girls as is observed in this entry:

27

It was not until 1902 that Stephen Badham established formal evening classes at the school under the auspices of the
local authority. However although these classes were run intermittently until 1910 they did not meet expectations and
class numbers dwindled to single figures quickly.
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26th Apr 1864

Girls kept in for half an hour for talking or
otherwise making noise in sewing class. I
experience great difficulty in maintaining
discipline on sewing afternoons

Rectors’ spouses were a godsend in teaching needlework as later Mrs
Elizabeth Cree and Mrs Gertrude Spurrell continued to offer regular support to
this class and the daughter of Rev. Thomas, the Rector of Nash, offered
knitting. By the 1880s there is mention in the log books of ‘sewing mistresses’
coming in a couple of times a week. These appeared to be local women whose
reliability varied. By 1904 Stephen Badham was despairing of the sewing
classes and wrote:
3rd Nov 1904

I have been obliged to take the Sewing class
under special care as since my appointment to
the School I have repeatedly expressed my
dissatisfaction with the way it is conducted.
There is a lack of method in the Teaching and
the Sewing Mistress takes absolutely no interest
in her work.

23rd Mar 1905

Master went through all the sewing specimens
in every hand. Many of these have been badly
fixed by some of the girls. These had to be
taken off and replaced neatly. The Sewing
Mistress is in the habit of bringing garments
from her home and setting the girls to work
on these to the neglect of syllabus work.

By the following November he reported with some satisfaction that:
Mrs Sarah Phillips has concluded her engagement as
Sewing Mistress of the School.
After that he divided the classes between his female supplementary teachers
over whom he had more control and there is no further mention of separate
sewing mistresses. For the first half of the 20th century cookery and other
domestic classes were run and older girls went to Pembroke Dock to attend the
classes for a day a week for a term.
One bold but ultimately failed experiment in equality and domestic science took
place in 1880. Unfortunately despite the success of the pupils, both boys and
girls, the HM Inspector disallowed the boys’ attainments which impacted on the
payment of the grant. Mr Gomer wrote:
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15th Nov 1880

From Government Inspection Report “The
passes in Domestic Economy made by the boys
has been disallowed”. The school fees of Joseph
Evans, holder of an honour certificate, have
been disallowed by the Department although
he passed in the 3 Rs and in a Specific Subject
viz Domestic Economy. Mr Roch has been kind
enough to pay him his fees out of his private
purse.

After 1870 and the Foster Education Act, there is more flexibility allowed by HM
Inspectors and the curriculum broadens slightly and also after a change of
School Master (Richard Gomer):
24th May 1875

I have arranged the girls shall sit in the back
desks in future and the boys in the front

26th May 1875

I have suspended the timetable for teaching
and examined the whole school in Arithmetic,
Writing, Grammar, Geography and History. I
examined the children individually in the
school and strictly in accordance with the
requirements of the New Code 1876. After a
very careful examination I arrived at the
following conclusions with regard to:
Class 1 contains Standards IV, V and VI
Class 2 contains Standard III
Class 3 contains Standard II
Class 4 contains Standard I
Class 5 contains the Infants and those who
badly read, write or cipher

The tools of teaching are very basic in the early years the first mention of new
books is in 1869 when the SPCK books were exchanged for Chambers. In
1871 new books were received from the National Society. Mostly the children
used slates and paper was kept for special occasions and for senior pupils only.
20th Sep 1868

Standards IV and V were
arithmetic (on paper) WO

examined

in

Slates continued in use right into the 20th century and HM Inspectors were
complaining in 1900 that not enough work by the senior pupils was being done
on paper. However, by 1913 Stephen Badham celebrated having a library of 98
books and a cupboard to put them in!
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By 1907 detailed schemes of work were being recorded in the log books which
have been approved by HM Inspectors. The syllabus then took in a breadth of
subjects and included:
Geography
History
Literary – oral composition and conversation lesson
Poetry
Copy Book work
Recitation
Arithmetic
Singing
Needlework
Physical Exercises
Drawing
Brushwork
Hygiene
Observation Lessons and Nature Study
This included the texts to be studied and the books to be used.
Also a few children are being prepared for scholarship examinations to attend
the County School that eventually became the grammar school. The first
successful pupil was a girl called Bessie Cleveland28 the daughter of the
coachman to Rear Admiral Evans of Upton Castle. A letter from the School
Management Committee recorded:
At a meeting of the Managers of Cosheston and Nash School held in
the Schoolroom on Saturday 14th October 1905 … the managers
wish to express to Mr Badham their satisfaction at the honourable
position of his pupil Bessie Cleveland in the County Scholarship
Examination. NA Roch
In the late 19th and first half of the 20th Century, there was a growing demand to
teach children about health and hygiene as well as temperance. Mr Badham
recorded the following in his syllabus for Standard I in 1914 agreed with HM
Inspectors:
Temperance Teaching - on alternate Friday afternoons
after Timetable and incidentally during Reading

28

Bessie, now referred to as Miss Elizabeth Margaretta Cleveland, reappeared in 1909 as a Student Teacher and
stayed for a year.
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Lessons. The Chapters in Health Reader on Temperance
to be specially studied.
Laws of Health – These lessons will follow the order in
McDougall’s Health Reader.
Daily notice taken of
cleanliness (Nurse attends fortnightly).
This coincided with the presence of a school nurse, medical and dental care
and annual talks by the South Wales Temperance Band of Hope Union.
Early teaching in Cosheston included Object Observation Lessons. These were
a feature of Victorian and pre-Second World War education. Often observation
lessons were done from charts and cards with pictures on them or later from
text books. The Syllabus for 1916 that was prepared by Mr Lewis had the
following Nature Studies and Observation Lessons for the Infants and Standard
I pupils:
In this subject the lessons will be based on suitable
seasonal subjects.
Corn, Leaves, Blackberries, Apples, Squirrel, Bee, Wasp,
Farmwork in season, Evergreens, Christmas Robin,
Ice, Snow, Sheep, Rats, Mice, Fox, Mole, Garden in
season,
Snowdrop,
Crocus,
Daffodil,
Primrose,
Swallow,
Cuckoo,
Butterfly,
Haymaking,
Sheepshearing, The Wild Rose, Strawberry, Poppy,
Sweetpea, Honeysuckle, Snakes, Blindworm, Frogs and
Toads, Lizards, Earwigs, Butterfly, Housefly, Garden
and farm work in the district, Parts of the flower, seed
dispersal, Autumn tints, action of frost and snow on
soil, Migratory birds, nesting, Unfolding of Leaf and
Flower Buds.
The Observation syllabus for the higher classes was even more ambitious:
Atmosphere – composition, pressure, how measured –
the Barometer.
Temperature of air – how heated – the Thermometer.
Evaporation and condensation
Dew, Fogs, Mist, Clouds, Rain
Rainfall how measured, regions of great rainfall and
drought.
Snow, snow line, hail, ice, glaciers, icebergs,
avalanches.
Climate – determining causes
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Movement of the atmosphere – winds, land and sea
breezes, trade winds, monsoons, hurricanes, typhoons
etc.
However, School Masters were not limited by the syllabus if an interesting or
more topical opportunity arose:
11th Jun 1879

We had a few minutes natural history study
this morning, while a Frenchman exhibited a
large bear in this school.

21st Jun 1900

A late scholar of this school who went through
the siege of Ladysmith visited the school
(Private A Noot).29

23rd Oct 1901

Gave lesson on Petroleum Lamp.

30th Aug 1905

The Rector [Rev WG Spurrell] came to School at
11.30 and gave a very clear and interesting
lesson on “Eclipses”. The children of the upper
Standards V – VII were then taken out to the
field at the back of the School where by means
of smoked and coloured glasses observations
were taken of the sun’s eclipse… The Scholars
were very enthusiastic over it.

4th Jun 1913

A boy brought a dead nightjar to school this
morning and all the children in the main
room had an observation lesson on it. Lately
we have had blindworms and many of the
children are keen naturalists.

16th Oct 1913

Instead of the usual lesson in Geography this
afternoon I took the Colliery explosion at
Senghenydd30 and the burning of the
Volturno31 at sea. The children were deeply
interested.

29

Probably Albert Chant Noot signed up in 1896 for 12 years, signed onto the reserves in 1908 and signed up
again in 1914 he worked in army supplies
30
The explosion at Universal Colliery, Senghenydd was the biggest mining disaster in the UK killing 439 miners it
occurred on 14th October 1913.
31
The SS Volturno was a passenger ship en route from Rotterdam to New York when it was destroyed by fire with the
loss of 136 people on 9th October 1913
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In many respects from the information garnered from the log books education at
Cosheston School did not vary greatly for half a century until the introduction of
the 1944 Education Act. In fact a copy of the summary of the HM Inspector’s
report for 8th January and 18th April 1940 probably sums up the education of the
School:
The curriculum is confined within somewhat narrow limits,
particularly for the boys, who although they do a little handwork of
an elementary nature, receive no instruction in Woodwork or
Gardening. The girls undertake a course in Needlework and
attend the centre at Pembroke Dock County School for Domestic
Subjects on one day a week during one term each year. It is felt
that a more modern outlook in dealing with the practical side of
education is desirable in order to give wider opportunities for self
expression and for the development of manipulative power.
Penmanship is good throughout, some of the essays show
reasonable power of expression and the paper work in Arithmetic
is neat and on the whole accurate. In some of the written work
however spelling mistakes are frequent and in Arithmetic more
advanced work should be attempted by the older children.
Sound instruction is given in History and Geography in which the
pupils answer oral questions readily. Stricter attention to
exercises in speech training would greatly improve oral reading…
There has been a small but steady decrease in numbers and the
percentage attendance has not risen above 86…
The 1944 Act also brought a major change in which the School was structured.
Prior to its implementation, pupils could stay in the School until they were 14,
the then school leaving age. A few pupils would have gone to the County
School and later the Grammar School but the majority would have stayed in
Cosheston until they left education. The Act raised the school leaving age to 15
and, from 11, children would leave to go to the Grammar School if they passed
the scholarship entry or to the Secondary Modern School which meant leaving
the village.
Music has often been a feature of education in Cosheston. Mr Talbot listed the
songs to be learnt each year and some HM Inspectors commented on the good
standard of singing. It was during this time that the School acquired a
harmonium and in Mr Badham’s day music features prominently in his lesson
schedules and he boasts of receiving a piano. The HM Inspector in November
1909 in a fairly glowing report added that “music teaching is especially good”.
The Diocesan Inspector, GC Rowe praised the singing of hymns during Mr
Lloyd’s time in post. Mr Welch also showed enthusiasm buying percussion
instruments and encouraging participation in music festivals. The tradition
continues under Mrs Evans’ and the children regularly participate in musical
events.
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Percussion Band mid-1950s

Back Row: Mr Welch; Cynthia Morris; Janet Selby; Kathleen Gilbert; Shirley Morris; Desmond Hallett; Brian Jones;
David Hicks Front Row: June James; Susan Selby; Jennifer Selby; Ann Johns; Ashley Beard; John James; Derek
Hallett; Brian Griffiths; Raymond Cadogan

Today we cannot imagine education without sports and physical education as
being essential ingredients of the school experience. The first mention of
physical education was made on 1st May 1903. This coincides with increased
interest in the health and well being of children and teachers were encouraged
to perform a set of drill exercises which were timetabled in for an afternoon per
week. There is nothing to indicate any change to this until after the 1944 Act
and the arrival of Mr Welch.

9.

Crime and Punishment

Until fairly recently corporal punishment of children was considered quite normal
and part of the discipline of school life. Victorian novels are full of horrible
stories of children being mistreated and beaten – Nicholas Nickelby and Jane
Eyre as examples. It is interesting to note that the National Society did not
recommend corporal punishment and certainly it was used far less in
Cosheston than might be thought in the 19th century.
14th Sep 1863

4 boys confined during playtime for bad
behaviour on Sunday.

11th Apr 1868

The first class boys were kept in this afternoon
till 4.30 for trespassing in fields belonging to
the Rev W Bowling and Mr Thomas West Farm.
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22nd Sep 1877

T Gettings was expelled today. [the reason is not
recorded!]

16th Jan 1871

…Several late-comers – punished given a slap
on the hand and detention after school hours.

22nd Nov 1881

Boy stopped back at dinner and severely
reprimanded today for sharing men’s papers
about the school.

William Griffiths perhaps used the most dreaded punishment of lecturing to the
pupils!
10th Jan 1871

Worked on the time table. Find copying and
talking too common in classes.

11th Jan 1871

Addressed the 1st and 2nd classes on the Evil of
Copying and wasting valuable time.

16th Jan 1871

Find copying to be gradually dying out.
Talking still too much… School very noisy this
afternoon and addressed the children before
dismissal on the Evil arising from their
inattention.

However, School Masters were not averse to using more physical punishments
if they were felt to be appropriate.
28th Jan 1864

John Evans was flogged this afternoon for a
gross act of disobedience.

21st May 1895

Caught a boy named Eynon indecently
exposing himself and sent him into the lobby
where he received a few cuts cross the back.

28th Jun 1902

I caught 5 boys in the field carrying off
turnips. They received 2 strokes.

6th Jun 1902

During the dinner hour a big boy Llewellyn in
St III who has recently come to the parish was
caught behaving in an indecent manner to a
first class girl. I gave him 3 severe handers
and some stripes across his back.
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11th Jun 1902

Sister of above boy caught stealing another
girl’s dinner punished and kept in ¾ hour.

School Masters had the difficult parents to deal with then as well:
23rd Oct 1863

Mr White came to me this morning and in a
very uncivil manner requested me not to
detain his boy (either in the school or the
playground) after 12 o’clock. I declined to
accede to his request. I also told him that if
he had a grievance he had better state it to
Mr Roch.

30th Oct 1873

Mr White gives me great annoyance in the
discharge of my duties, and for no other cause
(that I am aware of) than I declined to treat
his boy differently.

2nd Nov 1863

Mr Roch has investigated the complaints
made and informed Mr White that he must
take his boy from the school or comply – he
accepted the latter.

8th Jun 1868

The mother of Henry and David John,
Mayerston, came here this afternoon and
accused Mark Leach, John White, Thomas
Goodrich and George Davies of throwing
stones and otherwise ill-using her little boys
on the way home from school last Friday
evening.

11th Jun 1868

The complaint entered above (8th) having
been carefully investigated could not be
proven against any of the accused except
George Davies.

19th Feb 1879

Mr Fergusen came here this afternoon
complaining that the temporary Monitor
“Young Ellen Adams” (as he called her) had
on the previous afternoon made his little boy
stand on a stool for a long time. I could not

52

acknowledge that she was at fault, for I had
not only recognised but increased the
punishment by causing the boy to put his
hands on his head.
The punishment was
prolonged because at first the child seemed
utterly indifferent to it.
30th Jul 1885

A boy in class I named John Furlong
committed an indecent assault on two little
girls when they were returning from school the
previous evening.
The mother having
complained to the Rev. Cree he gave the boy a
thrashing in my sitting room. The accused
boy had been caught stealing out of the
garden the evening before.

17th Sep 1885

John Furlong 1st Class was expelled from the
school for general misbehaviour in which he
appears to be sheltered by his mother. He was
13 years of age.

From time to time parents used the Master to administer punishment on their
behalf.
18th Jun 1872

Two cases of theft were found out yesterday in
school:- Mrs Bowling saw Mary Warlow of the
3rd class stealing a reel of cotton from another
girl in the sewing class. On searching her Mrs
Bowling found the cotton in her pocket.
This case led to the discovery of the second.
Isaac Warlow the brother of the girl charged
William Lloyd of II class with having stolen
an Arithmetic from the school three or four
Sundays ago. On my enquiry I found such to
have been the case. Thinking that these cases
required correction by the parents rather than
by the schoolmaster, I informed them of these.
Both Lloyd and Warlow’s fathers punished
them and the former desired me also to
punish his son in the presence of the Children.
This I have done and I have put these
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children to sit away from the other scholars in
their private work.
20th Mar 1882

Mrs Eynon sent to the school to say her son was
playing truant. He denied it this morning
but was severely punished with 4 stripes to his
rear.

Sometimes the “crime” is recorded but not always the consequence:
28th Jan 1864

Elizabeth Adams punished for stealing
needle the property of Mrs Bowling.

a

20th Sep 1865

Mark Leach and John Kenniford (monitors)
were absent without leave.

22nd Mar 1869

William Phillips 4th class punished for eating
another boy’s dinner at noon.

8th Aug 1879

Herbert Evans, a lazy, careless boy of the 3rd
Standard is continually playing truant. He
refuses to obey his parents and occasionally
stays from home all night.
The younger
brother has just been punished for putting
potato peels down the playground pump.

15th Jun 1881

This afternoon a disgraceful occurrence took
place.
Charles Eynon Standard II having
received permission to leave the room went to
the School House and asked for a glass of
water. Whilst Mrs Purcell’s back was turned he
deliberately stole a silver watch from off the
dresser. The loss was not discovered till after
school time but when he was taxed with the
theft he first denied it but afterwards
confessed that he took it. This is not his first
attempt.

13th Nov 1890

A complaint was received alleging indecent
behaviour by a boy named Furlong on the
road home. This is not the first time that a
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similar complaint has been made against
boys of this family.
7th Apr 1891

Today I took a box of matches and a stump of
a pipe from a Ferry Boy under 7 years.

8th Dec 1892

During the dinner hour the cane was cut in
two by some unknown culprit. [not an unpopular
crime with scholars I expect!]

20th Nov 1901

During the dinner hour a boy by the name of
Jordan found 1s 8d which had been dropped
in the lobby by another boy. He took it and
spent 5d up at the village shop the rest I
obtained from him at 2 o’clock.

8th Mar 1903

I have ascertained that the boys who attend
the 2.30 children’s service on Sunday
afternoon are in the habit of climbing from
the Church and to the girls’ closets and
putting filthy writing on the wall.

The Pupil Teachers and Monitors often found it very difficult to maintain
discipline and the Master would have to draw a fine line between investigating
abuses of position and supporting his charges
21st Oct 1864

Charges of improper treatment of some of the
boys being brought against Edward Mathias,
Mr Roch and myself have taken much pains to
investigating them and they are not
substantiated and Edward Mathias denies
them but as his conduct was injudicious Mr
Roch has cautioned him from striking boys.

13th Oct 1874

Anne Lloyd, the mother of several scholars
having on the previous Thursday greatly
insulted James Purser, PT in the allegation
that Purser had slightly struck one of her
children which allegation was also on
investigation found to be untrue – appeared
at the school this morning and in the
presence
of
the
school
made
this
acknowledgment.
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21st Aug 1883

Mrs Lewis complained today of Thos Beynon
striking her children. The teacher denied the
offence and the children have the reputation
of being untruthful. Nevertheless I had only
the previous day cautioned both teachers
about using their hands on the children.

20th Jun 1884

The mother of a 1st class boy came up and
complained of the conduct of the PT
(T.Beynon). He had struck the boy while in
the playground and had given him a black
eye.

10th Nov 1901

A parent named G Dawkins came up to the
evening to complain about the PT catching
hold of his girl who he said was marked.
There is no doubt it was overstated but I have
warned the PT before about using his hands.

10. Conclusion
For all the water that has passed under the bridge in the last 150 years many
aspects of Cosheston School have not changed. The original building is still in
evidence – albeit with indoor plumbing!
I’m sure today’s teachers will
recognise the children of the past and what mischief they could wreak. Even
though the teaching is now more intuitive and children are encouraged to
reason for themselves rather than rote learning, the subject matters are still
core to their education.
Teachers will also recognise the parallels of education reform – the Revised
Code of 1862 has a number of parallels with the introduction of the National
Curriculum – in both instances the curriculum was proscribed with key
standards or stages, they both set minimum standards for achievement, the
standards were to be tested rigorously and schools would be measured by the
outcomes – in the former by the amount of grant the school could expect and
the latter reputation through league tables. In both cases they had to be
tempered by reality.
Despite the transformation of educational opportunity since the School’s
inception, there is a thread that is 150 years old – of a small village school
offering its community a local focus and a sense of continuity. Long may it
prosper!
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Appendix 1
Copy of the Cutting from the Francis Green Collection, Local History Reference
Library Haverfordwest
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Appendix 2
Text of the Letter sent to David Lewis by Nicholas Adamson Roch to inform
the Report on Education in Wales 1847
….Ten years ago, when my father came to reside in this Parish, where he possesses an estate
- and is the only resident landowner, I was anxious to get established, at least, a Sundayschool; which was effected by the co-operation of others and of the family of the Rev. Mr.
Holcombe the late rector.
The population of this parish is under 600 souls; we average between 40 and 50 children
between the ages of 5 and 16 years, principally between the ages of 7 and 14 years, at the
school; the whole number of children between 5 and 16 years of age, in the parish being I
should guess, about 70 or 80. The teachers at present are the Rev. Mr. Bowling the rector, Mrs.
Bowling, another lady, and myself, besides a paid schoolmaster.
The fortune of the school has continued almost the same, though with a little variation. At first it
was a novelty, then it was treated with indifference, but now I fancy in some instances I
perceive the indifference wearing off. But still the parents seem to consider education - or, I
should rather say, the mere prelude to education, such as reading and writing are - rather as an
accomplishment, as a rich person would regard German or Italian, than as a necessary thing so
that very little excuse is sufficient for their negligence in not sending their children and a very
little affront sufficient for their withdrawing them. On one or two occasions, one has had to exert
all one's influence and management to keep the affair together. The parents however are
always very particular in sending their children neat and clean and want of shoes and clothes is
the most fertile cause of occasional absence.
I need scarcely say, that during a couple of hours once a week it is impossible to impart more
than the merest pittance of knowledge. I have myself been most anxious to get my Pupils to
understand what they read and learn, and for that Purpose I have discarded all explanatory
books, and use only the Bible and the Church Catechism, for I have never yet seen an
explanatory book that, for such as Sunday-school children, did not require more explanation
than what it professed to explain; and the consequence is, that the children learn by rote the
explanation as well as the thing to be explained. Indeed, I have sometimes found that a viva
voca explanation has been remembered by rote; and though the difficulty of making them
understand is certainly not insuperable, yet it is much greater than any one would suppose that
had not had some years' experience in it, in fact, I am sure that this great difficulty forms a very
great characteristic difference between the schools of the poor and of the rich. I have found
much advantage in giving questions in writings to be answered in writings taking care that they
shall be different for each child. I also have lately made some of them learn Watts's Hymns,
which they do with great pleasure, we do not teach writing.
Besides our school, there is another Sunday School attached to a Dissenting chapel; it is not, I
understand, largely attended, and was, I believe, set up for the convenience of a few residents,
about it, which is at the end of the parish. For I am most happy to say, we are free from almost
all, if not altogether all, religious animosity; we are not yet sufficiently en-lightened for that.
Some few parents have managed to get their children taught to write and there has been
generally some day-school in the parish. At present there happen to be two, but the worst that I
ever recollect. These schools are undertaken by persons for their livelihoods or to assist it by
such scanty earnings. And this is a point which cannot be too much insisted on - the incapacity
of the schoolmasters or schoolmistresses in this neighbourhood.
Nothing will ever be effected until a complete change is made in these, but that will require far
greater funds. A teacher never thinks of explaining anything; and though children are
sometime taught to read; yet they learn with so much carelessness that it is often on Sundays
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my chief employment to get my pupils out of the slovenly habits of pronunciation, omitting in
reading all the little words, etc., acquired during the week.
I scarcely know whether our school is worth the trouble that I have imposed on you in reading
this long letter; but so far as such a trifling institution can extend it has not been without benefit,
were it only that by the attention of one of the lady-teachers some children have, by going there
only, been taught to read very well, and I was anxious to attempt to afford you some notion of a
little Welsh Sunday-school in an agricultural district, and the disposition entertained by the
inhabitants towards being instructed,
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Appendix 3
Copy of the conveyance of the site and premises of the Cosheston National School – Dated
23rd September 1856. - Enrolled in Her Majesty’s High Court of Chancery the second day
of December in the year of our Lord 1856 (being first duly stamped) according to the
terms of the Statutes made for that purposes
(signed) Edward Younge.
We, Nicholas Roch and Nicholas Adamson Roch, both of Paskeston in the Parish of Cosheston
in the County of Pembroke, Justices of the Peace for the said County and Mary Roch, wife of
the said Nicholas Roch, under the Authority of the Acts of the fifth and eighth years of the
reign of Her Majesty for affording facilities for the Conveyance and Endowment of Sites for
Schools do hereby freely and voluntarily and without valuable consideration grant and carry
unto the Minister and Churchwardens for the time being of the said Parish of Cosheston all
that piece of land containing half an acre or thereabouts situated in the north-east angle of
the field called “the Croft” adjoining the Church-yard of the said Parish, which said premises
are delineated in the map shown in the margin hereof, together with the easements,
appurtenances and hereditaments corporeal and incorporeal belonging thereto or now used
therewith, and all our respective estates, rights, titles and interests in or to the same
premises.
To hold the same unto and to the use of the said Minister and Churchwardens and their
successors for the purpose of the said Acts, and upon trust, to permit the said premises and
all buildings thereon erected or to be erected to be for ever hereafter appropriated and used
as aid for a School for the education of Children and Adults or Children only of the labouring,
manufacturing and other poorer classes in the Parish of Cosheston, and for no other purpose.
And it is hereby declared that such School shall be at all times open to the inspection of the
Inspectors of Schools for the time being appointed, in conformity with the Order in Court
bearing date tenth day of August 1840, and shall always be in union with, and conducted
according to the principle and in furtherance of, the ends and designs of the National Society
for Promoting the Education of the Poor in the principles of the Established Church
throughout England and Wales and subject to and in conformity with the declaration foresaid
such School and premises and the funds and endowments thereof in respect whereof no other
disposition shall be made by the donor shall be directed and managed in manner following.
That is to say, the principal officiating Minister for the time being of the said Parish shall
have superintendence of the religious and moral instruction of all Scholars attending such
School, and they use or direct the premises to be used for the purposes of a Sunday School
under his exclusive control and management.
But in all other respects the management and government of the School and premises, and of
the funds and endowments thereof, and the selection appointment and the dismissal of the
Schoolmaster and Schoolmistress and their Assistants (except when under the provisions
hereinafter mentioned the dismissal of any Master Mistress or Assistant shall be awarded by
the Bishop of the Diocese or their arbitrators as the case may be) shall be vested in and
exercised by a Committee consisting of the principal officiating Minister for the time being of
the said Parish his licensed curate or ??? of the Minister shall appoint him or them to be a
member of the said Committee and of Eight other persons of whom the following shall be the
first appointed. That is to say
John Clunes of Woodfield
Lieutenant Colonel Edmunds
Anthony Glynn of Cosheston Commander in the Royal Navy
William Hambly of Warreston Gentleman
Henry Leach of Corston
Nicholas Roch and
Nicholas Adamson Roch both of Paskeston, Justices of the Peace
Joseph Binns of Nash Parsonage Clerk and
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Charles Thomas of Upton Castle Esquire
Such other persons continuing to be members of the Church of England as by law established,
and to have a beneficial interest to the extent of a life estate at the least in real property
situated in said Parish, or to be resident therein or in a Parish adjoining thereto, and to be
contributors in every year to the amount of twenty shillings each at the least to the funds of
the said School.
And any vacancy which shall occur in the numbers of such persons, by death, resignation,
incapacity or otherwise, shall be filled up by the election of a person or persons qualified as
aforesaid. Who shall be elected by the majority of votes of such of the contributors during
the year current at the time of the election to the amount of ten shillings each at the least
to the funds of the said School, being members of the said Church of England and qualified as
the person to be elected by residence or estate, as shall be present at the meeting duly
convened for the purpose of the election, or not being present thereat shall vote by any
paper or papers sent on or before the day of such meeting to the chairman thereof and
signed by any such contributor wherein shall be named the person or persons whom such
contributor shall desire to elect. Every contributor qualified to vote being entitled at every
such election to give one vote in respect of each sum of ten shillings but no person being
entitled to give more than six votes in respect of any sum contributed.
Provided also that no such election shall give or rest any right to or in any lay person to serve
in or upon the said Committee or in anywise to interfere with the management of the School
and the funds and endowments thereof, until after he shall have in the presence of the
Chairman at a meeting of the said Committee made and signed in a book to be kept at the
said School a declaration in the manner and form following that is to say “J.A.B. do solemnly
and sincerely declare that I am a member of the United Church of England and Ireland as by
law established. Provided also that no default of election nor any vacancy shall prevent the
members of the said Committee from acting until the vacancy be filled up and no person
shall be appointed or continue to be the Master or Mistress of the School who shall not be a
Member of the Church aforesaid.
The Committee shall annually select one Member though to act as secretary who shall keep
the minutes of their proceedings in a book to be provided for that purpose and shall give due
notice of all extraordinary meetings to each member of the said Committee.
The principal officiating Minister of the said Parish shall be chairman of all meetings of the
said Committee, when present thereat, and when absent, the members attending the
meeting shall appoint one of their number to be chairman and all matters which shall be
brought before any meeting shall be decided by the majority of votes of the members
attending the same and voting upon the question. But if upon any question there shall be an
equality of votes the chairman shall have a second or casting vote.
If any difference shall arise between the Minister or Curate and the Committee of
Management respecting the prayers to be used in the School not being the Sunday School, or
the religious instruction of the Scholars attending the same, or any regulation connected
therewith or the exclusion of any book the use of which in the School may be objected to on
religious grounds, or the dismissal of any Teacher from the School on account of his or her
defective or unsound instruction of the children in religion, the Minister or Curate or any
Member of the said Committee may cause a written account of the matter in difference to be
laid before the Bishop of the Diocese within which the School shall be situated, a copy of
having been previously communicated to the said Committee, Minister or Curate if they or he
shall not have been parties or party to the making of the statement respectively. And the
Bishop shall enquire concerning and determine the matter in difference his decision thereon
in writing under his hand when laid before the said Committee shall be the final and
conclusive in the matter. And the Committee of Management hereto ??? used to take all such
measures as may be necessary for definitely (?) carrying such decision into complete effect.
If the difference other than and except such difference as last ??? shall arise in the said
Committee of Management the majority though (being not fewer in number than one-third
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the whole of the Committee) may make request in writing to the Lord President of Her
Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council, for the time being, and to the Bishop of the
Diocese, wherein the said School shall be situated, and thereupon the said Lord President
may nominate one of the Inspectors of Schools appointed as aforesaid to be an arbitrator and
the said Bishop may nominate one of the beneficial Clergymen of his Diocese to be another
arbitrator in the matter of the difference which arbitrators so nominated as aforesaid shall
jointly select one of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace being a Lay Member of the said
Church of England as another arbitrator. If they will not jointly select such third arbitrator
within the space of thirty days next ensuing their first meeting, the Archbishop of the
Province, within which the said School shall be situated, and the said Lord President may
jointly appoint a third arbitrator. The three arbitrators so nominated as aforesaid shall
enquire concerning the last mentioned matter in difference and the award in writing under
the hands of the said arbitrators or of any two of them when laid before the said Committee
shall be final and conclusive in the matter. And the Committee of Management is hereby
ex?? required to take all such measures as may be necessary for immediately carrying such
award into complete effect.
If the said Bishop or the said arbitrators upon any such reference as aforesaid shall direct or
award that any Master, Mistress or Teacher in the said School shall be dismissed, such
direction or award when a copy thereof shall be served upon the said Master, Mistress or
Teacher personally, or by this said to be left at his or her place of abode, or at the School
aforesaid addressed to the Master, Mistress or Teacher as the case may require shall operate
as a dismissal of the said Master, Mistress or Teacher so as to prevent him or her thenceforth
having any interest in his or her office or in the said School or premises under or by virtue of
this Deed and so as to disqualify him or her from holding thenceforth any right or interest
under this Deed by virtue of his or her previous or any future appointment.
And the said Committee at a meeting to be held in the month of February in each year may
appoint a Committee of not more than three Ladies being members of the said Church of
England to assist in the management of the Girls and Infant Schools which Ladies Committee
shall remain in office until the end of the current year.
In witness whereof the said parties to these presents have hereunto set their hands and seals
this twenty third day of September in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty six.
Nicholas Roch (seal)
Nicholas Adamson Roch (seal)
Mary Roch (seal)
Signed and sealed and delivered by the written named Nicholas Roch, Nicholas Adamson Roch
and Mary Roch in the person of
John Phelps (signed)
Carew Vicarage Pembroke
Clerk
Taken and acknowledged by Nicholas Adamson Roch one of the parties of this Deed this
eighth day of November one thousand eight hundred and fifty six at Pembroke in the County
of Pembroke. Before these
Robert Lock (Signed)
A Commissioner to administer Oaths in Chancery England
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Appendix 4

Report by Lt.Cdr. Layton
to Vice Admiral W. F. Oliver, Chief of the War
Staff, Admiralty.
15th Sunday
Report by Lt.Cdr. Layton
to Vice Admiral W. F. Oliver, Chief of the War
Staff, Admiralty.

Lieutenant Commander
Geoffrey Layton
(Photo: Royal Danish Naval Museum)

17th Tuesday
Diving several
6.0 p.m. left Harwich with E 8.
times for traffic - lost E 8 during a long dive 2.0 p.m. to 7.30 p.m..
Entered the Kattegat at about 9.30.
18th Wednesday
Went to the bottom off Gilleleje Light Buoy at 7.0 a.m.
4.15 p.m. commenced diving toward the Sound - passed Helsingborg about 7.0 p.m. 8.0
p.m. surface and proceeded. 9.15 dived for a destroyer.
Arrived off Malmoe at 11.0 p.m. and fixed position by cross bearings. Proceed course 232o.
After running 2' stopped and fixed again to make sure course was taking us clear.
Proceeded.
Almost 10 minutes later I had reason to doubt the compass and sent below to compare the
Gyro compass with the magnetic - reduced speed to 250 revs on one engine.
Finding Sperry was 20o wrong I rang down stop and put the helm hard a starboard but the
boat grounded before either order was carried out. Position of grounding S.E. edge of
Saltholm Flat.
The cause of the compass failing I found was due to the Azimuth Motor sticking and must
have commenced when we proceeded after the last stop.
Conditions of boat when grounding: Tanks No. 1, 2, 7, 8 full. Tanks No. 3, 4, 5, 6 over half
full. Speed about 7 knots.
Shoal grounded on - Shelving, smooth rocky bottom - boat was resting most of the way
along the keel.
Every effort was then made to refloat the boat- but she would not move in any direction.
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At about 5.0 a.m. Danish Torpedo Boat arrived and informed me that we should be left to
try and get off in our 24 hours but no assistance could be given, A guard would be
anchored near by. T.B. then left with Lieutenant Eddis to visit the Guard Ship.
A German T.B.D. arrived at the same time and remained close to us until 2 Danish Torpedo
Boats came on the scene. She then withdrew.
At about 9.0 a.m. there were 3 Danish Torpedo Boats all anchored close to us, when 2
German Torpedo Boats Destroyers approached from the South. The 1st when about ½ a
mile away hoisted a commercial flag, but before I had time to read it she was abeam about
300 yards and fired a torpedo which hit the bottom close to her and exploded.
At the same time she opened fire with all her guns. I gave the order to abandon ship, as we
at once took fire fore and aft and the list on the boat made it useless to fire the beam tube.

The stricken British Submarine HMS E.13 after the attack
(Photo: Danish Naval Museum)

I directed the men to either swim for the shore or towards the Danish Torpedo Boats but
to scatter as much as possible on account of the German firing at us in the water with
Shrapnel and machine guns.
Those who could not swim I told to hold on to the submarine on the off side keeping as
much in the water as possible.
The Danish Torpedo Boats at once got out boats and one steamed in towards the space
between the German and us- which action eventually stopped her firing. The German
Torpedo Boat Destroyers then withdrew to the Southward.
I very much regret to say that 15 petty officers and men were lost. Some sank before help
arrived and some were hit by shrapnel. I append a list.
The boat was damaged considerably. Can be of no further fighting value. At least 14 shells
about 4" had burst inside besides many smaller. She was full of water and had burnt
furiously before listing and filling.
I have requested the British Minister to get her completely demolished - the Danish Naval
Authorities would not let me have the necessary explosives yesterday when I could have
done it myself.
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All confidential books and documents had already been burnt by me and I have requested
the British Minister to inform the British Admiralty to that effect.
The passage through did not present any great difficulty with all the information we had
provided with and had my compass not failed at the most critical moment of the whole
journey this disaster would never have occurred.
The Danish Naval Officers and men have shown us every kindness possible especially on
board this ship where we still remain.
Postscript re Lt. Cdr. Layton
On the very last day of October, 1915, Lt. Cdr. Geoffrey Layton managed to escape
internment, and with help from good Danish friends, he succeeded in returning to
England. A few weeks after being interned, Layton disguised himself as a Danish seaman,
leaving a dummy in his bed as a decoy, he made his way passed the guards.
Exiting the building out of a window, using hammock lashings he made his way to the
harbour, where he took to the water. Swimming along the shore to avoid dockyard
sentries, he made his way to a quiet spot; there he wrung out his clothes and spent a very
cold night. Next day mixing in with the crowd, he was able to make the ferry crossing to
Malmo in Sweden. There passing himself of as a Finnish seaman, he got a passage on to a
Norwegian steam ship to Christiania, now known as Oslo in Norway, before making his
way to Bergen.
From Bergen he adopted the guise of "George Perkins", an American marine overseer. He
caught the ferry to Newcastle. A journey, which was not without incident, at Newcastle
being unable to establish his real identity; he was arrested! He was released after several
hours, when a representative from the British Admiralty arrived and could confirm his
real identity.
The following year, 1916, Layton was back on active duty and was given the command of
the British submarine S.1. At the end of the war, in 1918, he was awarded the DSO for his
services with the subs.
Layton's career continued to have close connections with submarines and, after his
promotion to the rank of Captain, he held the post of Chief of Staff to the Rear Admiral
(Submarines).
He later became, Admiral Sir Geoffrey Layton, GBE, KCB, KCMG, DSO, RN, and was
Commanding Officer in South East Asia, when the Japanese invaded Singapore 1942.

From www.navalhistory.dk
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