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Summary 
This historic environment assessment has been prepared in support of a forthcoming planning application for a solar 

farm on land at West Farm, Cosheston, Pembrokeshire (centred on SM 9967 0400). The study has been prepared by AC 

archaeology during March 2012. The proposed solar farm covers an area of some 25ha of agricultural land on a 

peninsula, which projects into the Daugleddau estuary. 

 This assessment has established that the archaeological potential within the proposed application area is restricted to  field 

name evidence, which suggests the possible presence of an Iron Age hillfort and the former location of a WWII barrage 

balloon site. Field name and cartographic evidence also suggests that the application area lies within a former open field 

associated with the Post Conquest settlement of Cosheston. The proposed scheme will not affect the curving boundaries, 

which fossilise the strips of the former open field at the east end of the application area, but may have a direct impact 

upon any surviving subsurface remains associated with the barrage balloon site. No traces of a hillfort have been 

identified to date and it is suggested that the field name ‘Castle’ may be a topographical reference or an indication of a 

link with Pembroke Castle. 

  

 The proposed scheme is located upon a very prominent landscape feature in the Milford Haven Waterway Landscape of 

Outstanding Historic Interest. Existing tree cover and hedgerows combined with additional tree planting as part of the 

scheme, will mean that any visual intrusion will be largely restricted to land lying to the south and southwest; 

principally the Historic Landscape Character Areas of Neyland, Pembroke Dock, Cosheston and Carew Milton and Nash 

There will be a slight impact upon the setting of Cosheston Hall Registered Historic Park and Garden and Cosheston 

Conservation Area (the historic core of Cosheston), in terms of the introduction of a modern feature to an essentially 

rural and undeveloped landscape. However the scheme only has a duration of 25 years and as such these indirect visual 

impacts will be temporary and reversible.  

  

 

1.  INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This report presents the results of an historic environment assessment, which has been prepared in 

support of a forthcoming planning application for a proposed solar farm on land at West Farm, 

Cosheston, Pembrokeshire (centred on SM 9967 0400). It has been prepared by AC archaeology on 

behalf of Kronos Solar GmbH during March 2012. The location of the site is shown on Fig. 1. 

1.2 The study will be submitted in support of a planning application for the installation of solar panels 

(PV modules), cables and other associated infrastructure. The aim of the report is to identify known 

sites within the application area and, where appropriate, identify the potential impacts on the 

historic environment.  

1.3 The proposed application area lies within the Milford Haven Waterway Landscape of Outstanding 

Historic Interest - HLW (D) 1 and within the Historic Landscape Character Areas of Cosheston and 

Carew Milton and Nash. It also lies in close proximity to the Pembroke Coast National Park, 

Cosheston Hall Registered Historic Park and Garden – PGW (Dy) 30 (PEM) and Cosheston 

Conservation Area.  

1.4 The proposed application site comprises a block of land, irregular in shape covering an area of c. 

25ha of improved pasture. It is located upon a flat-nosed peninsula that projects into the 

Daugleddau estuary. The underlying solid geology is formed by sandstones from the Cosheston 

Group (British Geological Survey online 2012). 
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2. METHODOLOGY  

 

2.1  The study has consisted of a desk-based assessment, as defined by the Institute for Archaeologists 

Standards and Guidance (IFA 2008). The study area has comprised a zone of up to a 1km radius from 

the centre of the proposed application area. A site inspection was also undertaken.  

 

2.2  The scope of the assessment has included archaeological sites and finds (including Scheduled 

Monuments), historic buildings (including Listed Buildings), historic landscape features (including 

Registered Historic Parks and Gardens, Historic Landscapes, Historic Characterisation Areas, 

Battlefields etc), and other locally-designated features, or areas, of cultural heritage importance. 

 

2.3 The following data sources have been examined:  

• Archaeological records, listed building/historic building information and other relevant 

cultural heritage data held by the Dyfed Archaeological Trust (DAT), Llandeilo and the 

National Monuments Record (NMR), Swindon; 

• Historical cartographic and documentary information held by the National Library of Wales 

(NLW), Aberystwyth;  

• The Register of Landscapes of Outstanding Historic Interest in Wales (Cadw CCW & 

ICOMOS UK 1998) and Register of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens of Special Historic 

Interest in Wales: Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion and Pembrokeshire (Cadw CCW & ICOMOS 

UK 2002); 

• Other relevant published or unpublished information; and 

• Data acquired from a site visit in March 2012. 

 

2.4 A separate ASIDOHL2 assessment has also been prepared to review the impact of the proposed 

scheme upon the Registered Historic Landscape and Historic Landscape Character Areas HLCAs) 

affected.  

 

3. LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE  

Relevant protection, guidance and policies relating to the protection, maintenance and enhancement 

of archaeological sites and other aspects of cultural heritage may be summarised as follows: 

3.1 Scheduled monuments  

Scheduled monuments, as defined under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 

(1979) are sites which have been selected by a set of non-statutory criteria to be of national 

importance. These criteria comprise period, rarity, documentation, group value, survival/condition, 

fragility/vulnerability, diversity, and potential. Where scheduled sites are affected by development 

proposals there is a presumption in favour of their physical preservation. There is also a 

presumption against developments which have a significant impact on the integrity of the setting of 

scheduled monuments. Any works, other than activities receiving class consent under The Ancient 

Monuments (Class Consents) Order 1981, as amended by The Ancient Monuments (Class Consents) 

Order 1984, which would have the effect of demolishing, destroying, damaging, removing, 

repairing, altering, adding to, flooding or covering up a Scheduled Ancient Monument require 

consent from the Secretary of State for the Department of National Heritage. 
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3.2  Listed buildings/structures and conservation areas 

Buildings of national, regional, or local historical and architectural importance are protected by the 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act, 1990 and Planning (Listed Buildings and 

Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990, SI No. 1990/1519. Buildings designated as ‘listed’ are 

afforded protection from physical alteration or effects on their historical setting. 

 

3.3 Hedgerows of historic importance  

Hedgerows of historic importance are afforded protection under The Hedgerow Regulations 1997, 

section 97 of the Environment Act 1995. The scheme has come into effect as of 1 June 1997 and any 

hedgerow which is defined, at that date, as being of historical or ecological importance requires 

grant of consent by the local planning authority prior to removal. 

 

3.4  National policy 

The historic environment in Wales is covered by a number of Acts, Circulars, Planning Guidance 

(Planning Policy Wales) and Technical Advice Notes, which all address different aspects of the 

historic environment. 

 

3.4.1 Planning guidance for the historic environment 

Planning Policy Wales considers that the historic environment should be part of a local authority’s 

responsibilities to be taken into account in the formulation of planning policies and exercise of 

development control functions. The objectives stated for the historic environment are as follows:- 

• Preserving and enhancing the historic environment;  

• Protecting archaeological remains;  

• Ensuring the character of historic buildings are safeguarded; and, 

• Ensuring conservation areas are protected and enhanced while remaining alive and 

prosperous.  

Planning guidance for the Historic Environment is covered by the following:- 

• Welsh Office Circular 61/96 Planning and the Historic Environment: Historic Buildings and 

Conservation Areas; 

• Welsh Office Circular 1/98 Planning and the Historic Environment: Directions by the 

Secretary of State for Wales; and  

• Planning Policy Wales Edition 4 (adopted February 2011) set out the national framework for 

the management and conservation of the historic environment through the planning 

process. 

 

3.4.2 Planning Guidance for archaeology, listed buildings, World Heritage Sites, historic landscapes, historic parks 

and gardens 

 Detailed advice on archaeology in the planning process is contained in the Welsh Office Circular 

60/96: Planning and the Historic Environment: Archaeology. The Planning Policy Wales Edition 4 

sets out the Welsh Assembly's approach to the conservation and management of archaeological 

remains within the planning process as follows:- 

 
 ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS 

Para 6.5.1: The desirability of preserving an ancient monument and its setting is a material consideration in determining a 

planning application, whether that monument is scheduled or unscheduled. Where nationally important archaeological 

remains, whether scheduled or not, and their settings are likely to be affected by proposed development, there should be a 

presumption in favour of their physical preservation in situ. In cases involving lesser archaeological remains, local planning 
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authorities will need to weigh the relative importance of archaeology against other factors, including the need for the 

proposed development. 

 

Para 6.5.2: The needs of archaeology and development can be reconciled, and potential conflict very much reduced, if 

developers discuss their proposals for development with the local planning authority at an early stage. Archaeological 

assessments commissioned by developers (sometimes as part of a wider Environmental Impact Assessment) can help to 

provide information on the archaeological sensitivity of a site before submitting a planning application. If important remains 

are thought to exist at a development site, the planning authority should request the prospective developer to arrange for an 

archaeological field evaluation to be carried out before any decision on the planning application is taken. The results of any 

assessment and/or field evaluation should be provided as part of a planning application. If this information is not provided, 

authorities should consider whether it is appropriate to direct the applicant to supply further information, or whether to 

refuse permission for inadequately documented proposals.  

 

 LISTED BUILDINGS  

 Para 6.5.9: Where a development proposal affects a listed building or its setting, the primary material consideration is the 

statutory requirement to have special regard to the desirability of preserving the building, or its setting, or any features of 

special architectural or historic interest which it possesses. 

 
WORLD HERITAGE SITES AND HISTORIC LANDSCAPES, PARKS AND GARDENS 

Para 6.5.25: Local planning authorities should protect parks and gardens and their settings included in the first part of the 

‘Register of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales’. Cadw should be consulted on planning 

applications affecting grade 1 and II* sites and the Garden History Society should be consulted on all parks and gardens on 

the Register32. Information on the historic  landscapes in the second part of the Register should be taken into account by 

local planning authorities in considering the implications of developments which are of such a scale that they would have a 

more than local impact on an area on the Register (see para 6.4.9). The effect of proposed development on a park or garden 

contained in the Register of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales, or on the setting of such a 

park or garden, may be a material consideration in the determination of a planning application.  

 

3.4.3 Landscape Registers  

The Landscape Registers (Part 1, 2.1 & 2.2) do not impose statutory controls and areas on it are not 

‘designated’. The latest guidance given to planning authorities on the use of the Register is set out in 

Welsh Assembly Government Planning Policy Wales, March 2002, paragraph 6.5.23 which states:  

 
‘Information on the landscapes on the second part of the Register should also be taken into account by local planning 

authorities in preparing UDPs and emerging Local Development Plans, and in considering the implications of developments 

which are of such a scale that they would have more than local impact on an area on the Register.’ 

 

3.5  County policy 

 Policies for the management of archaeology and cultural heritage are set out in the Joint Unitary 

Development Plan for Pembrokeshire 2000-2016, adopted in July 2006. The relevant policies are as 

follows:- 

POLICY 66 LANDSCAPE DIVERSITY AND TRADITIONAL LANDSCAPE FEATURES  

The pattern and diversity of Pembrokeshire’s landscape shall be protected and development and land use changes will only be 

allowed where the integrity and coherence of the local landscape character is retained and enhanced. Development and land 

use change that would result in the loss of local landscape features will only be allowed where such a loss, either individually 

or cumulatively would not damage the character of the area. 

 

POLICY 67 CONSERVATION OF THE PEMBROKESHIRE COAST NATIONAL PARK  

Development and land use changes will not be permitted where these would adversely affect the qualities and special 

character of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park by: 

i) causing significant visual intrusion; and/or, 

ii) being insensitively and unsympathetically sited within the landscape; and/or 

iii) introducing or intensifying a use which is incompatible with its location; and/or 

iv) failing to harmonise with, or enhance the landform and landscape character of the National Park; and/or 

v) losing or failing to incorporate important traditional features. 
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POLICY 79 DEVELOPMENTS IN A CONSERVATION AREA  

Development will only be permitted in Conservation Areas where it preserves or enhances the character or appearance of the 

Conservation Area. Particular regard will be paid to whether: 

i) the scale, form, materials and detailing respect the characteristics of buildings in the area; and 

ii) historically significant boundaries or other elements contributing to the established pattern of development in 

the area are retained; and 

iii) important views within, into and out of the area are protected; and 

iv) trees and other landscape features contributing to the character or appearance of the area are protected. 

 

The development of land adjoining, or near to, a Conservation Area will only be permitted where it would have the effect of 

preserving or enhancing the character or appearance of that area or its setting, taking into account the foregoing criteria. 

 

POLICY 81 LISTED BUILDINGS 

Development (including change of use, works of extension or alteration) affecting listed buildings or their settings will only 

be permitted where the special architectural or historic interest of the buildings, or their settings, would not be adversely 

affected. 

 

POLICY 84 ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS  

Development which adversely affects important archaeological remains and/or their settings will not normally be permitted. 

 

POLICY 85 HISTORIC LANDSCAPES  

Development that would adversely affect the integrity, coherence or character of Landscapes of Historic Interest will not be 

permitted. 

 

POLICY 86 HISTORIC PARKS AND GARDENS  

Development that would adversely affect the character of Historic Parks and Gardens, or their setting, will not be permitted. 

 

4.  LISTED BUILDINGS AND OTHER DESIGNATIONS  

4.1  Eleven designated sites/areas have been identified within the 1km wide study area. These comprise 

the following:- 

• Eight Grade II listed buildings/structures (Sites 1-6, 35 & 39); 

• Cosheston Conservation Area (Site 7); 

• Cosheston Hall Registered Historic Park and Garden (Site 22); and, 

• Pembroke Coast National Park (Site 38).  

 

These sites are further discussed below, summarised in Appendix 1: Table 1 and their location 

shown on Fig. 1: Sites 1-6, 22, 35 & 38-39 & Fig. 2: Site 7).  

 

4.2  Listed buildings/structures (Fig. 1: Sites 1-6) 

 The eight Grade II listed buildings/structures comprise the following:- 

 

• St Michael’s Church (Site 1) – the earliest part of the church may be 13th century; the chancel, 

south transept, tower and north aisle all contain pre 17th century elements. The church’s 

position at the very western end of the village some distance from the modern core of the village 

suggests that this was the historic core of the settlement; 

• The Rectory in Cosheston (Site 2) was largely rebuilt in the 19th century but still has late 

medieval vaulted rooms; 

• Hill House (Site 3) was built around 1800, with later alterations. The house is a rubble built, 

three storey structure with a part hipped slate roof;  

• A funeral car tenement in Cosheston (Site 4), which comprises a walled enclosure with steel 

gates hung on gate piers;  
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• Two limekilns (Site 5 & 6) in Woodfield Wood. Both are rubble built with corbelled openings – 

one still has traces of the fireclay lining. They are shown on the 1841 tithe map as lying within 

an enclosure called ‘Limekiln Green’;  

• Bangeston Hall (Site 35) is a three storey early to mid 19th century mansion house with 

contemporary and later rear side wings. It is shown on the Ordnance Survey 6-inch map of 1881 

as being surrounded by parkland and formal gardens with a lake on its eastern side; and, 

• The Brewery Inn (Site 39) is the site of the Cosheston brewery, which is known to have been 

trading by 1868. 

 

 St Michael’s Church, the Rectory, Hill House, the funeral car tenement and the Brewery Inn are all 

within the Cosheston Conservation Area (Site 7). Bangeston Hall (Site 35) lies over 1km to the south 

of the application area on the south side of the Cosheston Pill. While the hall is partially screened by 

woodland, it still remains visible from the southern section of the western end of the application 

area. St Michael’s Church is the closest of the eight listed buildings, lying some 165m from the 

eastern end of the proposed solar farm. The tower is visible from the eastern end of the application 

area over the modern roofline. The Rectory, Hill House, the funeral car tenement, the Brewery Inn 

and the two limekilns are not visible from the application area.  

4.3 Cosheston Conservation Area (Fig. 2: Site 7) 

 Cosheston Conservation Area (Site 7) encompasses most of the historic core of the village of 

Cosheston (Figs. 1 & 2), which is a small east to west aligned linear settlement, established on the 

Cosheston Pill during the Post Conquest period (see Section 5.5 below). The grade II listed Church 

of St Michael (Site 1) is the most prominent feature lying at the western end of the village. Four 

more Grade II listed buildings also lie within the Conservation Area (Sites 2-4, 39 & Section 4.2 

above). The village is situated within an area of agricultural land, with many of the long narrow 

fields to the north and south being derived from strips enclosed from the former open field system. 

The northern boundary of the Conservation Area lies some 70m to the south of the eastern end of 

the application area.  

 

4.4 Cosheston Hall Registered Historic Park and Garden (Site 22) 

 Cosheston Hall Registered Historic Park and Garden (Site 22) is on the Cadw 2002 Register of 

Landscapes, Parks and Gardens - PGW (Dy) 30 (PEM). It comprises an early 19th century garden and 

late 19th century parkland, which was established to complement the 19th country residence, 

Cosheston Hall (Site 21). Both the gardens and parkland have been somewhat altered during the 

last century to reflect changing landscape and gardening trends. The gardens are both formal and 

informal and include a walled kitchen garden. The later gardens are associated with landscaping to 

complement the mid nineteenth century re-build of the hall, with further alterations during the 20th 

century. The parkland was added during the late 19th century – it is not shown on the 1st edition 

Ordnance Survey map of 1869 but is present on the later 2nd edition map of 1909 (see Section 7 

below & Appendix 2: Maps 4-5). The small park occupies an area of about 13 acres mostly to the 

east and south of the Hall; whilst the garden area, of some 3.5 acres lies to the south and west of the 

buildings.  

  

 The southern boundary of the Registered Historic Park and Garden lies some 45m to the north of 

the eastern end of the application area (Fig. 2). Views to and from the northern and eastern 

boundary of the park are largely screened by the very substantial hedgerow, which runs along the 

north and eastern boundaries of the application area (see also Section 9 below). This is further 

enhanced by tree cover associated with the park, which prevents any views of the main gardens 

and/or Cosheston Hall. Information contained with the Register of Parks and Gardens in Wales 
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(Cadw, CCW & ICOMOS UK 2002) indicates that the significant views within the park are 

principally confined to those from the hall into the east and northeast areas of the main gardens. 

The gardens were not designed to be viewed from the south, and as such they have been 

deliberately screened from this area.   

 

4.5 Pembroke Coast National Park (Site 38) 

 The Pembroke Coast National Park occupies a third of the county. It is the only National Park that 

is almost entirely coastal. The northern boundary of the application area lies some 45m south of a 

section of the Pembrokeshire Coast National Park, which surrounds the upper reaches of the 

Daugleddau (Fig. 2: Site 38). The National Park boundary runs along the road from Cosheston to 

Home Farm and then follows the trackway up to Folly House. The boundary of the park is largely 

screened by the very substantial hedgerow, which runs along the north and east boundaries of the 

application area.  

 

 

5. ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORDS (Appendix 1: Tables 1 & 2) 

 

5.1 Some twenty-six archaeological sites have been recorded within the study area on the DATHER and 

NMR (Appendix 1: Table 1 & Fig. 1: Sites 7, 9-21 & 23-33 & 35). Two of these sites lie within the 

proposed application area and comprise field names indicative of former open fields and an Iron 

Age fortified enclosure (Site 9), and a former WWII barrage balloon site (Site 10).  

 

5.2 Prehistoric (Fig. 1: Sites 9 & 12) 

Two sites of a possible Prehistoric date are currently recorded within the study area. These include 

three plots at the western end of the application area that are recorded as West Castles, Middle Castles 

and Castles in the Cosheston tithe apportionment of 1841 (Site 9 & Appendix 2: Map 2), and a flint 

working site near Ferney Pits (Site 12). While no traces of an enclosure have been recorded to date 

within the application area, elsewhere such field names can be indicative of the presence of a 

fortified enclosure. Another possibility is that the name is purely a topographical reference or that 

these plots were in some way originally associated with Pembroke Castle –the manor of Cosheston 

had a duty to provide a knight to protect Pembroke Castle (see Section 5.5 below). 

 

The location of the flint knapping site may be slightly erroneous as no flints were noted during a 

site visit in 1965. Mesolithic and later flint working sites are however a common occurrence along 

the Pembroke Coast and its estuaries.  

 

5.3 Roman (AD 43-410) (Fig. 1: Site 24) 

No sites of a Roman date are currently recorded within the DATHER study area, although the NMR 

records a Roman find spot at Cosheston Rectory (Site 24). No further information is provided and 

the record may be erroneous.  

 

5.4 Early Medieval (AD410-1066) (Fig. 1: Site 25) 

The only possible Early Medieval site recorded within the study area comprises the churchyard 

(Site 25), which surrounds St Michael’s Church (Site 1). Possible evidence for a larger outer 

enclosure has been identified to the south of the church.   
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5.5 Medieval (AD 1066-1540) (Fig. 1: Sites 1, 2, 7, 9, 13, 30 & 33) 

Only five sites of a medieval date are currently recorded. These comprise the village of Cosheston 

(Site 7), its associated open fields and strip fields (Sites 9 & 33), a possible holy well at Ringly Wells 

(Site 13) and the parish boundary between Cosheston and Pembroke St Mary (Site 30).  

 

Cosheston (Site 7) is first recorded as ‘Vill Costentini’ in 1228. It is a personal name, possibly Welsh, 

which has been combined with the common Pembroke element ‘tun’ meaning farm (Charles 1992). 

Cosheston is a typical Pembroke settlement, which appears to have been planned in the immediate 

Post Conquest period. It lies within the former medieval manor of Cosheston and is recorded in the 

13th century as a castle-guard fee of the Lordship of Pembroke (i.e. the manor had a duty to find 

knights to guard Pembroke Castle). The historic core of the village appears to be based upon St 

Michael’s Church (Site 1) and then extends eastwards along the Point Lane to The Cross. It is of note 

that a spring lies immediately to the north of this former historic core.  

 

St Michael’s Church (Site 1) is known to have medieval origins, and the churchyard (Site 25) may 

have been established at an Early Medieval date, suggesting that the village has earlier origins. The 

Rectory (Site 2) also retains medieval features (see Section 4.2). Piecemeal enclosure of strips within 

the former open fields, which once surrounded the settlement has produced the distinctive narrow 

strip fields to the north and south of the village (Site 33). These former open fields may have been 

bounded by the East and West Lanes. There is also some evidence in the form of field names (Site 

9), which suggest the presence of an open field to the west of the village, within the application 

area. Cosheston had two shipbuilding yards in the 18th century and the small port is believed to 

have served the coal mines of the Pembrokeshire coalfield (Cadw 1998). The parish boundary 

between Cosheston and Pembroke St Mary (Site 30) runs along the Cosheston Pill. The changes in 

the course of the channel are reflected in the changing line of the parish boundary as recorded on 

early maps.  

 

The possible holy well at Ringly Wells (Site 13) is situated on a steep slope above the Daugleddau in 

an area known to contain other wells and springs. The present place name is derived from the tithe 

map name Hingley Well. The field name element ‘hingley’ means ‘three contiguous fields’.  

 

5.6 Post Medieval (AD 1540-1901) (Fig. 1: Sites 3-6, 14-15, 20-23, 26-29, 31-32) 

The majority of the recorded sites date to this period. The most important is Cosheston Hall (Site 

21). There are 16th century references to a hall at Cosheston, which was acquired by the Rossant 

family in 1556, but this earlier hall is thought to have been located elsewhere. The present building 

is mid 19th century in date, and was built on former fields by the Allen’s of Cresselly. The hall was 

briefly known as Woodfield in the later 19th century (Appendix 2: Map 4). Cosheston Hall is 

surrounded by Cosheston Hall Registered Historic Park and Garden (Site 22 & Section 4.4 above). A 

bath house (Site 14) is shown on the 1st edition 6-inch Ordnance Survey map of 1869. It was 

probably a leisure feature linked to the estate, being built during the Allen family’s tenure. The 

bathhouse is not shown on the earlier 1841 tithe map. All that remains on the ground is a stone 

foundation, which appears to form part of the southwest corner of a structure.  

 

A second mansion house, Bangeston Hall (Site 35) lies to the south of Cosheston, on the south side 

of Cosheston Pill (see Section 4.2 above). It was once situated within its own parkland, very little of 

which appears to have survived. 
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Folly House (Site 15) to the west of Cosheston Hall, lies adjacent to the two Grade II listed limekilns 

(Sites 5 & 6). It is not shown on the 1841 tithe map but reference is made to a well, and the land is 

named as ‘Limekiln Green’. The house is however present on the 1st edition 6-inch Ordnance 

Survey map of 1869 (Appendix 2: Map 4), where it is shown with a garden. An adjacent trackway 

(Site 20) leads from Cosheston Hall to a ‘shipping place’ near the water’s edge. The trackway diverts 

around the limekiln presumably to enable vehicles to turn easily after loading or unloading. The 

appearance of this on the 1st edition 6-inch map of 1869 suggests the increased development of the 

location as a busy but small scale industrial complex. The underlying solid geology is Old Red 

Sandstone, which suggests that limestone was shipped in by barge from West Williamston. There is 

a small nearly square stone building, roofed and in good condition at the entrance to the immediate 

grounds of Folly House, which may have served as a tally house. A sea defence wall protects the 

seaward limits of this property (see PRN 37060).   

 

Other sites of Post Medieval date comprise features associated with crossings over Cosheston Pill. 

These comprise Cosheston Ford (Site 23); Fox Hall Ford and an associated building (Sites 28 & 29) 

and Cosheston Bridge (Site 32). Cosheston Ford (Site 23) is marked on the 1st and 2nd edition 

Ordnance Survey maps of 1869 and 1909 (Appendix 2: Maps 4-5) but not on subsequent editions. It 

lies at the southern end of West Lane. A parallel alternative route is shown as ‘Stepping Stones’ on 

the 1st edition map.   

Fox Hall Ford (Site 29) is marked on the 1st edition 6-inch Ordnance Survey map of 1869 as a 

possible line of stones (Appendix 2: Map 4). It crosses the narrows of Cosheston Pill from a property 

called Fox Hall (Site 28) to the shoreline north of Bangeston where a track leads down to a small 

inlet. It was thought to have been a low water river crossing point from the opposing steep sided 

shores, avoiding the saltmarshes. A line of seaweed was noted crossing the Pill during a field visit 

in the same location as the crossing marked on the 1st edition 6-inch Ordnance Survey map of 1869 

(Appendix 2: Map 4) indicating the presence of stones beneath the silt. Fox Hall (Site 28) is currently 

a semi derelict building, the position of which is shown on the estate map of 1800 and the later tithe 

map of 1841 (Appendix 2: Maps 1-2). It is recorded as Fox Hall on the 1st and 2nd edition 6-inch 

Ordnance Survey maps of 1869 and 1909 (Appendix 2: Maps 4-5) and was probably associated with 

the former crossing. 

 

Cosheston Bridge (Site 32) comprises a low single arched stone built bridge, which crosses the 

upper reaches of the Cosheston Pill. It may be 16th century or later in origin as the bridge is not 

mentioned by George Owen in his list of Pembrokeshire bridges of 1598. This later date is further 

supported by the road line, which seems to be a later than the medieval settlement plan. The 

original crossing may therefore have been Cosheston Ford (Site 23) or a Broadford Ford, further up 

river (DATHER No. 37454). 

 

The three remaining records relate to erroneously recorded locations of the National School, to the 

south of St Michaels’ Church (Sites 26 & 27) and a derelict stone built barn/cottage in Cosheston 

(Site 31). The two records of schools (Sites 26 & 27) appear to relate to the existing primary school, 

which is shown on the plan of 1800 and 1st and 2nd edition 6-inch Ordnance Survey maps of 1869 

and 1909 (Appendix 2: Maps 1, 5-6). The correct grid location should be SN 9999 0368 (Site 34). The 

derelict barn/cottage (Site 31) lies to the south of Hall Farm in the Cosheston Conservation Area. It 

is a slate-roofed, L-shaped building, with a lean-to. 
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5.7 Modern (1901 to present) (Fig. 1: Sites 10, 11, 17, 18 & 19) 

All five of the modern sites recorded within the study area are of military type associated with 

either WWI or WWII. A ‘hutted’ army camp known as ‘The Camp’ was located to the southwest of 

Home Farm between 1914 and 1918 (Site 19). No traces of the camp survive today. 

 

A number of WWII air defence sites has been identified along Point Lane and in the vicinity of 

Home Farm. A former barrage balloon site (Site 10) lies at the western end of the application area 

near Point Lane. The site has been demolished but originally it comprised a central cable loop set in 

a concrete block encircled at 450 intervals by eight tethering blocks; a second barrage balloon site 

was originally located to the northwest of Home Farm (Site 17). A searchlight battery (Site 11) was 

originally located at Cosheston Point. It consisted of two huts, which have since been demolished. A 

QF decoy command post lies to the northwest of Cosheston Hall (Site 18). It is a brick built, single 

storey structure with a flat concrete roof and an entrance in the northeast corner of the east wall. 

There is a hatch in the roof. These sites were strategically placed to protect the naval dockyards, 

which housed the flying boats and other military installations in Pembroke Dock. 

 

5.8 Unknown Sites (Fig. 1: Site 16) 

A Bronze Age burnt mound or cooking hearth was recorded by TC Cantrill in the vicinity of 

Woodfield (Site 16). The area was augured as part of ‘The Burnt Mounds of Dyfed Archaeological 

Assessment’ project with negative results. A patch of dark soil was noted but no accompanying 

stone. The feature is thought to be natural.  

 

5.9 Previous fieldwork within the study area  

The only formal programmes of archaeological work that appear to have taken place within the 

area under consideration comprise the following:- 

 

• The 1997 Dyfed Archaeological Trust ‘The Burnt Mounds of Dyfed Archaeological 

Assessment’; 

• The 1999 Milford Haven Historic Audit Part 1: Pembroke Ferry to Garron Pill Stage 1 - data 

gathering; 

• A watching brief was undertaken in 2008 during the extension to a house to the north of the 

church. No archaeological features were recorded and no finds were recovered; and, 

• An evaluation in 2009 undertaken on land to the east of West Lane in Cosheston. The area 

was found to have been recently levelled. Only a 19th-20th drain and a Post Medieval 

pit/post hole were recorded, with no finds recovered. 

 

5.10 Summary of potential 

Sites 9 and 10 both lie within the boundaries of the application area. No traces of an earthwork 

enclosure or the former barrage balloon site were noted during the site visit (see Section 9 below). 

The presence of the former open field is, however, currently preserved in the curving hedgerows in 

the central and eastern sections of the application. These strip fields are known to have been more 

extensive (see Section 7 below), thereby demonstrating that the area has been modified in the last 

100 years. 
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6. HISTORIC LANDSCAPE AREAS 

 

6.1 Registered Landscapes of Outstanding Historic Interest 

 The proposed application area lies wholly within the Milford Haven Waterway Landscape of 

Outstanding Historic Interest - HLW (D) 3 (Site 8). The Milford Haven Waterway is described as 

follows in the Register Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest in Wales (Cadw, CCW & ICOMOS 

UK 1998):- 

 

 The classic ria, drowned river valley and estuary in Wales, with an unsurpassed concentration of 

remains reflecting maritime conquest, settlement, commerce, fishing, defence and industry spanning 

the prehistoric to modern periods. The area includes Iron Age promontory forts, Early Christian and 

Viking place names; Norman coastal castle-boroughs; medieval castles and later gentry residences; 

Milford and Pembroke Dock planned settlements; recent and modern quays, jetties and landing 

places, coal mines, limestone quarries, military and naval fortifications, oil terminals, jetties, 

refineries and power stations. 

  

 The Milford Haven Waterway landscape area (Site 8) has been defined using Criteria 1 and 3 from a 

5 point system devised by Cadw, CCW and ICOMOS UK for determining landscapes of 

outstanding or special historic interest. Criterion 1 relates to landscapes, which have been 

intensively developed or extensively remodelled; Criterion 3 relates to landscapes, which exhibit 

historic diversity or are multi period in date.  

 

6.2 Historic Landscape Character Areas 

 The application area is also split between the Historic Landscape Character Areas (HLCAs) of Carew 

Milton & Nash and Cosheston (Fig. 2: Sites 36 & 37). The Carew Milton and Nash HLCA (Site 36) is 

recorded on the DAT online website as ‘a large agricultural historic landscape character area that 

contains several mansion houses set in parkland and gardens, many large farms and a scattering of smaller 

farms. Fields are large and are divided by hedges on banks. Woodland is a strong component of parts of the 

landscape’. 

  

 The Cosheston HLCA (Site 37) is recorded on the DAT online website as ‘a small historic landscape 

character area that is centred on the linear village of Cosheston. Most of the houses in the village date to the 

19th century and 20th century and narrow strip fields surround the village. These narrow fields represent the 

enclosed open fields of the community.’  
 

6.3 A detailed review of the impacts of the proposed application upon these HLCAs and the Milford 

Haven Waterway Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest has been prepared separately as an 

ASIDOHL2 assessment.  

 

 

7. HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE AREA 

7.1 West Farm – sales plan 1800 (Appendix 2: Map 1) 

 The earliest map of the area comprises a 1800 plan of land belonging to West Farm, which was up 

for sale (Appendix 1: Map 1). The accompanying sales particulars record a number of the field 

names in the proposed application area. These are as follows:-  

 

• Plots 33 & 34 are recorded as Castle Park (Head of Castles lies immediately to the north); 

• Plot 47 as Castles; 
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• Plot 66 as Danty Lays and Four Acres; 

• Plots 77 & 78 as Longlands; 

• Plot 109 as Coombes Head; 

• Plots 110 & 111 as Spanish Acres;  

• Plot 122 as The Backs; 

• Plot 123 as New Park; and, 

• Plot 124 as John Davies Park. 

 

All bar three are owned by Cornelius Mathias. The remaining three are shown as being owned by 

Captain Leach. West Farm itself is recorded as being an ‘excellent farmhouse with extensive premises, 

large gardens, an orchard, out-houses and labourers cottages’. 

 

The plots with the field name element ‘Castle’ are recorded on the DATHER as being the possible 

location of a late Prehistoric fortified enclosure (Site 9) and/or an area of former open fields. Both 

have been previously discussed in Sections 5.2 & 5.5. The remaining field names relate to the 

physical shape of the plot – Longlands and the location of the plot - Coombes Head or their location 

behind a house - The Backs. From the 18th century onwards, the name ‘Spanish Acres’ can sometimes 

indicate an experimental crop (Field 1972, 213), while the ‘Park’ element probably relates to land, 

which has been privately enclosed, in the case of New Park relatively recently. The field name Four 

Acres is derived from the field’s probable former origin as part of an open field, which is believed to 

have lain to the west of the village (see Section 5.5 above). This is further supported by the 

characteristic curving shape of a number of the field boundaries at the east end of the application 

area, and the long narrow shape of Plot 77.   

 

Other field names of note in the vicinity include Plot 71, Little Old Park, which suggests that the field 

had been enclosed at an early date; Plot 73 Towyn Park and Moory Park – the ‘Towyn’ element 

suggests land, which was near the village (in this case correct) and which may have been shared by 

the inhabitants (Field 1972). The presence of this field name adjacent to the historic core of the 

settlement is noteworthy. 

 

Beaconing Piece (Plot 22) to the northwest of the application area may be a reference to a former 

beacon site, while the ‘Wick’ element of Wick Ditch can be indicative of an outlying farm premises – 

possibly the precursor to one of the farmsteads in the vicinity or even Cosheston Hall. The only 

other feature of note is the National School, which is recorded in its present location (Site 34) and 

not the locations given for Sites 26 & 27. The present site of West Farm is shown as being occupied 

by a building.  

 

7.2 The Cosheston tithe map 1841 and apportionment of 1841 (Appendix 2: Map 2) 

 The 1841 tithe map for Cosheston and accompanying apportionment, also of 1841, again record the 

plots and the details of the field names within the application area (Appendix 2: Map 2). The 

majority are the same as those recorded in the 1800 sales particulars. The only notable differences 

within the application area are the following:- 

  

• Both plots previously recorded as ‘Castle Park’ have now become West Castles and Middle 

Castles (Plots 487 & 488); 

• ‘Castles’ has become subdivided into three plots all named Castles (Plots 489, 490 & 491); 

• The strips of land previously recorded as being owned by Captain Leach are now recorded 

as Four Acres, Dainty Leys, Coombes Head and Piece (Plots 492, 494, 501 & 505);  
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• ‘Danty Plot & Four Acres’ has been subdivided and now appears to include a road – Dainty 

Leys and Road (Plots 493 & 496); and, 

• The southwest plot recorded as ‘Spanish Acres’ has become West Spanish Acre (Plot 507).  

  

 Beyond the application area, Captain Leach’s land to the northwest is also recorded as Beacon Piece. 

Several of the plots within the application area and to the north of the northern boundary include 

the element ‘leys’ which can to be indicative of pasture, although all are under arable cultivation. 

Many of these fields are very narrow or contain narrow strips again suggesting their origins as 

former strip fields within a common open field. The variety of orientations of these strips further 

substantiates this suggestion. A number of the fields to the south of the application area include the 

element ‘Park’ suggesting that they were created by a piecemeal process of private enclosure along 

the steep lower slopes of the peninsula. The building recorded on the 1800 plan in the present 

location of West Farm, is recorded on the schedule as a ‘Cottage and Garden’.  

 

7.3 Map of an estate in Cosheston 1851 (Appendix 2: Map 3) 

 A map of an estate in Cosheston records the details of several of the plots within in the application 

area (Appendix 2: Map 3). The shape of the landholdings recorded is identical to that shown on the 

1800 (Map 1) suggesting that this plan relates to land belonging to West Farm. Much of the land is 

shown as being owned by Nicholas Roch Esq., while several areas remain in private ownership. 

These include Plots 38, 39, 64 & 65. The field names recorded on the accompanying schedule appear 

to be the same.  

 

7.4 1st & 2nd edition Ordnance Survey 25-inch maps of 1869 and 1909 (Appendix 2: Maps 4 & 5) 

 The arrangement of field boundaries within the application area shown on the 1841 tithe map 

remains almost unchanged on the subsequent 1st edition Ordnance Survey 6-inch map of 1869 

(Appendix 2: Map 4), although the three plots recorded as Castles (Plots 489, 490 & 491) have once 

again reverted to single plot. A number of trees are shown in the boundaries in the eastern section 

of the application area; several may correspond with the mature trees noted during a subsequent 

site visit (see Section 9 below). A spring is also shown further to the west adjacent to the southern 

boundary of the application area, while the building previously recorded in the vicinity of West 

Farm is also present.  

 

 Cosheston Hall is recorded as Woodfield, with the gardens apparently confined to a small area to 

the south of the hall. A sun dial, spring garden and a number of wells are also shown.  

 

 The 1909 2nd edition 6-inch Ordnance Survey map (Appendix 2: Map 5) again shows very little 

development in the application area or surrounding landscape. Within the application area, several 

of the plots at the east end of the application area are shown as being rough ground (furze) 

suggesting that they had been taken out of cultivation. The beginning of the farm complex to the 

southwest of Cosheston Hall is indicated by a group of buildings in location of Home Farm. The 

gardens surrounding Cosheston Hall appear to have been substantially altered with a new area of 

woodland being added along the lane leading to Home Farm. 

  

7.5 West End Farm – Sales particulars 1925 

 The sales particulars for West End Farm in 1925 were also examined. No additional information 

was identified, with the arrangement of the field boundaries being the same as that recorded on the 

1909 6-inch Ordnance Survey map. The arrangement of the field boundaries today remains the 
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same at the western end of the application area, while several of those in the central and eastern 

areas have been subject to some minor revisions (see Fig. 1: Plots 5 & 6).   

 

7.6 Historic hedgerows  

 The surviving field boundaries within the proposed application area comprise hedges with 

occasional mature trees and earthwork banks (see Section 9 below). All are ‘recorded in a document 

held at the relevant date at a Record Office as an integral part of a field system pre-dating the Inclosure Acts’ 

(c. 1845) and are therefore considered to be ‘important’ under criterion 5 (a) of Schedule 1 of 

Additional Criteria for Determining Important Hedgerows (Part II) of the Hedgerow Regulations 

1997. 

 

 

8. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE   

 

8.1 A review of aerial photographic evidence has not been undertaken as part of this assessment 

because the photographs were not available in sufficient time prior to the submission of the 

planning application.  The absence of the source of data is considered to have changed the 

conclusions reached in this report. 

 

9. SITE CONDITIONS (Fig. 1 & Plates 1-11) 

9.1 A site visit was undertaken on 14th March 2012 to establish the presence of unrecorded 

archaeological features within the proposed application area; to review the locations of previously 

recorded features that may be affected by the development, and to consider the general 

archaeological potential of the area. Land use, topography and boundary types were also recorded 

as were the potential visual impacts upon the surrounding landscape. 

9.2 Plots 1 – 4 (Plates 1-6) 

Topography 

Plots 1-4 lie at the western end of the proposed application area (Fig. 1); all comprise improved 

pasture. The land in Plots 1, 2 & 4 is fairly flat at the northern end before sloping midfield gently 

down to the south. Plot 3 lies adjacent to the southern boundary and comprises a plot, which has 

been subdivided from Plot 2; it slopes gently down to the south. Plot 4 is slightly higher than Plots 3 

at its southern end.  

 

Boundaries 

The east and west boundaries of Plots 1, 2 & 4 comprise well managed hedges of varying density 

with patches of gorse on earthwork banks c. 0.50-1m high, giving a total height of c. 2m. The 

southern boundary of Plot 3 is the same as Plots 1-2, comprising a continuous c. 2m high hedge on 

an earthwork bank, which continues along Point Lane. The southern boundary of Plot 4 comprises 

the same hedge and bank combination – the very southern end of the plot has been disturbed by a 

modern slurry pit. Point Lane is a sunken track, which leads to Cosheston Point. 

 

The northern boundary of Plots 1, 2 & 4 comprises a continuous hedge on an earthwork bank of 

varying height (c. 0.75m-1m). The hedgerow is very mature and c. 2.5m+ high including the 

earthwork bank. Several mature trees were noted in the northern section of Plot 4, while a group of 

conifers were located in the north boundary of Plot 1 and just beyond its northwest corner in the 
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vicinity of some agricultural buildings. A former gateway was noted in the northern boundary of 

Plot 4.  

 

The north and west boundaries of Plot 3 are formed by a modern earthwork bank bounded by a 

post and wire fence, with new hedgerow currently being established (Plate 1).  

 

Observations 

No traces of the former barrage balloon site (Site 10) were noted in Plot 3 although the plot was not 

fully explored due to the presence of two bulls. No traces of any earthworks which could be 

associated with a fortified enclosure were noted in Plots 1-3. All four fields have not been ploughed 

for approximately 38 years when the current owner purchased the land (Martin Evans pers comm.). 

Bangeston Hall (Site 35) is clearly visible from the lower slopes of Plots 1-4 (Plate 2). Plots 1-4 all 

afford views to the south over the Cosheston Pill to Golden Hill, Mylett’s Hill and Little Mutton Hill 

(Plate 3 & 4). The Pembroke Ferry, the Cleddau Bridge and Neyland can all be seen from the 

western end of Plot 1. The southern ends of Plots 1, 2 & 4 and most of Plot 3 are all clearly visible 

intermittently from the A477(T) in Bangeston Bottom to the south (Plates 5 & 6) 156 & 157). They are 

not visible from the lane leading to Home Farm (to the north) or Lane Head in Cosheston (to the 

east). 

 

9.3 Plots 5-8 (Plates 7-11) 

 Topography 

Plots 5-8 form the eastern section of the proposed application area (Fig. 1); all are improved pasture. 

Plots 5 & 6 are flat at the northern end and then slope from midfield gently down to the 

south/southeast. Plot 7 slopes very gently down to the south. Plot 8 is flat in the northwest corner 

and then slopes gently down to the south into the coombe containing the spring. 

 

Boundaries 

The northern boundary of Plots 5, 6 & 8, appears to be a continuation of the northern boundary of 

Plots 1, 3 & 4, although the bank is slightly more substantial c. 1.5m+ giving an overall height of 

2.5m+. This stretch contains a number of very mature trees (Plate 7), the presence of which is shown 

on the Ordnance Survey 1st edition 6-inch map of 1869 (Appendix 2: Map 4). Two former gateways 

were noted in the northeast and northwest corners of Plot 6. The remaining field boundaries, with 

the exception of Plot 8, comprise a dense hedge on an earthwork bank of varying height (c. 0.75m-

1m), giving an overall height of c. 2m. The western field boundary of Plot 8 is the same as the 

northern boundary (Plate 8), while much of the southeast boundary comprises scrub and the small 

stream associated with the spring.  

 

Observations 

Plots 5 & 6 both afford views south over to Golden Hill, Mylett’s Hill and Little Mutton Hill (Plate 

9), while Lane Head in Cosheston (Plate 10) can be seen from Plots 5, 6 & 7. Cosheston Hall (Site 21) 

is not visible from Plot 8, although part of the southern boundary of the Registered Historic Park 

and Garden (Site 22) and part of the southern boundary of Pembroke Coast National Park are 

partially visible from a former gateway to the northeast corner of Plot 8, as is much of the Home 

Farm complex. The tower of St Michael’s Church (Site 1) can be seen from the southern end of Plot 

8, over the roofline of the new housing development (Plate 11) but none of the other listed buildings 

are visible. A very small section of Cosheston Conservation Area (Site 9) is visible from Plot 8, 

although this is masked to a certain degree by hedgerows and trees.  
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10. ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 Introduction 

10.1  This assessment has provided a summary of all recorded archaeological sites and historic structures 

within the study area as a result of a search of a range of archaeological databases. Each source has 

its own limitations. Aerial photographs are of variable effectiveness depending on geology, land 

use and weather conditions, while certain types of remains produce no cropmarks or soilmarks. 

Documentary sources were seldom compiled for archaeological purposes, contain inherent bias, 

and provide a comprehensive basis of assessment only for the last two hundred years. National and 

county databases are also limited in that they only provide a record of known archaeological data. 

 

10.2  Sites with a statutory designation (Scheduled Monuments, Grade I & II* Listed Buildings and some 

Grade II listed buildings, Registered Historic Parks and Gardens, Battlefields and World Heritage 

Sites) are automatically considered to be of national significance. The standard criteria for ranking 

the significance of non-statutorily protected sites are based upon the categories adopted by the 

Welsh Archaeological Trusts (Cadw, CWW & ICOMOS UK 2007, 17). These have been used to 

define a method for the assessment of individual heritage features. The gradings have been applied 

to all sites within the study area and are set out in Table 1 below and included in Appendix 1: Table 

1. 
GRADING GRADES OF SIGNIFICANCE 

A National Significance 

Any designated or other site considered to be of national significance due to its archaeological, 

architectural, artistic, cultural or historic or landscape interest. The site would score high using the 

non-statutory criteria for assessing scheduled monuments. Includes Scheduled Monuments, Grade I & 

Grade II* listed buildings. All registered Landscapes of Outstanding and Special Historic Interest in 

Wales and Historic Landscape Character Areas. 

B Regional  Significance 

Any site considered to be of regional or county significance due to its archaeological, architectural, 

artistic or historic interest. The site would score moderate using the non-statutory criteria for assessing 

scheduled monuments. Also includes Grade II listed buildings. 

C Local Significance 

Any site considered to be of local significance due to its archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic 

interest that helps define local distinctiveness and character. The site would score low using the non-

statutory criteria for assessing scheduled monuments. 

D 
Minor Significance 

/Not significant 

Any site of minor importance or so badly damaged that too little remains to justify inclusion in a 

higher category, and/or. 

Any site that is not considered to be of archaeological, architectural, artistic or historic interest 

significance. 

U Unknown Significance 
Any site whose character, importance or location is undetermined i.e. features needing further 

investigation 

 
  Table 1: Grading of importance of archaeological sites, historic structures and historic landscapes 

 

10.3 Sites of National Significance - A 

 Four sites of National Significance have currently been identified within the study area. These 

include the Milford Haven Waterway historic landscape (Site 8), the two HLCAs of Cosheston and 

Carew Milton & Nash (Sites 36 & 37) and Pembroke Coast National Park (Sites 8 & 38).  

 

10.4  Sites of Regional Significance - B 

Thirteen sites of Regional Significance have been recorded within the study area. These comprise 

eight Grade II listed buildings (Sites 1-6, 35 & 39), Cosheston Hall and its Registered Historic Park 

and Garden (Sites 21 & 22), St Michael’s churchyard (Site 25), Cosheston Conservation Area and the 

strip fields surrounding Cosheston (Sites 7 & 33).  
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10.5 Sites of Local Significance - C 

Twelve sites of Local Significance are recorded within the study area. These include the former open 

fields within the application area (Site 9), the possible holy well (Site 13), Folly House and the 

associated trackway (Sites 15 & 20), a WWII command post (Site 18), Cosheston Ford and Cosheston 

Bridge (Sites 23 & 32), Fox Hall and Fox Hall Ford (Sites 28 & 29), the parish boundary between 

Pembroke St Mary (Site 30), a derelict barn/cottage (Site 31) and Cosheston school (Site 34).  

 

10.6 Sites of Minor Significance/No Significance - D 

Nine sites of Minor Significance/No Significance lie within the study area. These include the former 

sites of two WWII barrage balloons, a searchlight battery and an army camp (Sites 10, 11, 17 & 19), a 

bath house associated with Cosheston Hall (Site 14), a natural feature that was thought to be a 

Bronze Age burnt mound (Site 16); two erroneous records relating to the location of the National 

School in Cosheston (Sites 26 & 27) and a Roman coin find spot at the Rectory in Cosheston (Site 24). 

 

10.7 Sites of Unknown Significance - U 

Two sites of an Unknown Significance are currently recorded within the study area. These comprise 

the possible site of an Iron Age hillfort as indicated by the field names Castles (Site 9) and a possible 

flint working site at Ferney Pits (Site 12). 

 

 

11. PROJECT DETAILS 

 

11.1 The proposed development will involve limited ground disturbance, with the main groundworks 

being associated with the construction and subsequent removal of the following:- 

• The installation of PV panels mounted on steel frames with steel supports (sigma poles) 

using shallow piles to a depth of 1.5-2.5m and their removal after 25 years. The number of 

poles will be between 12,000 and 15,000 depending upon the wind speed in the area. English 

Heritage Guidance (EH 2007) suggests an impact area of four times the area of the pile. This 

suggests that an area between c. 544m2 and c. 692 m2 will be directly affected; 

• The construction of six site access routes leading into Plots 1-6 & 8 (Figs. 1 & 3). The route 

leading into Plot 8 runs very close to the Cosheston Conservation Area. These roads will be 

approximately c. 3.5m wide and c. 300-500mm deep (depending on thickness of topsoil 

layer) and constructed from permeable gravel. The surface area of the roads should not 

exceed 8,000m2; 

• The construction of narrow cable trenches, on average 800mm deep and 600mm wide and c. 

4,000-5,000m in length;  

• The construction of eleven inverter and transformer stations on concrete slabs measuring 8m 

by 5m, and 800mm max. deep;  

• The construction, of a centre station (substation) adjacent to the northern boundary of the 

application area (Fig. 3) consisting of three cabins of 3m by 3m, 5m by 3m and 1.5m by 1.5m 

with foundations c. 1m deep; and, 

• The erection of a c. 2.5m high perimeter fence around the circuit of the proposed application 

area. Foundations will be up to 0.18m wide by 0.8–1m deep. 

  

 The location of these items is shown on Fig. 3. 
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11.2 A number of additional areas of tree planting have also been incorporated into the scheme around 

the perimeter of the application area in order to reduce the visual impact of the scheme upon the 

surrounding landscape (Fig. 3). 

 

12. DISCUSSION 

12.1 Listed buildings and the Cosheston (Fig. 1: Sites 1-6, 35, 39 & Fog. 2: Site 7) 

 There are eight grade II listed buildings within the study area; all are considered to be of Regional 

Significance. Five of these listed buildings lie within the Cosheston Conservation Area. St Michael’s 

Church (Site 1) is the closest of the five, lying some 165m to the south of the application area. The 

church is surrounded by a number of new residential developments and consequently only the 

tower is visible from the eastern end of the application area and over the roofline of the most recent 

development (Plate 11). The proposed scheme is therefore not considered to have any significant 

impact upon the setting of the church.  

  

 Bangeston Hall (Site 35) lies over 1km to the south of the application area on the southern side of 

the Cosheston Pill. While the hall is partially screened by woodland, it still remains visible from the 

southern section of the western end of the application area. While there will be no impact upon the 

setting or significance of the hall, it will affect outward views from the hall.  

 

 The proposed application area lies some 70m to the north of Cosheston Conservation Area. The 

Conservation Area is considered to be of Regional Significance. Conservation Areas are designated 

on the basis of their special architectural, historic interest and local distinctiveness. This is reflected 

in Cosheston by the boundaries of the area which incorporate the historic core of the west end of the 

village (including St Michael’s Church, the churchyard and the Rectory – Sites 1, 2 & 25) and 

continues eastwards along the line of the original nucleated settlement, with the southern extension 

encompassing a later route out of the village down to Cosheston Pill (Fig. 2). While the proposed 

scheme may have a limited impact upon the visual relationship between the Conservation Area and 

its immediate landscape to the west, introducing a modern element to an essentially undeveloped 

rural landscape, it will not directly impact upon the surrounding strip fields to the north and south 

or the field boundaries, which are considered to comprise an essential character of the landscape.  

 The scheme will therefore not prevent the understanding of the historic function of this landscape 

or its evolution and the fundamental characteristics and elements will not be significantly altered.  

  Further to this is the fact that the proposed scheme will have a duration of 25 years and is therefore 

temporary; all visual and settings impacts will be reversible. 

 

12.2 Pembroke Coast National Park (Site 38) 

 While the boundary of Pembroke Coast National Park (Site 38) lies some 45m to the north of the 

proposed application area, much of the northern and eastern section of the scheme is currently 

screened by a c. 2-3m high hedgerow, which currently impedes views across to the park boundary. 

Additional tree screening has been incorporated into the design proposals into areas where 

intervisibility is more of an issue (Fig. 3). The impact upon the visual setting of the park boundary is 

considered to be negligible. Pembroke Coast National Park is considered to be of National 

Significance. 

 

12.3 Cosheston Hall and the Registered Historic Park and Garden (Sites 21 & 22) 

 Cosheston Hall and its associated Registered Historic Park and Garden lie to the north of the 

application area. Both are considered to be of Regional Significance. Cosheston Hall (Site 21) is 
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located on the southwest side of the combe leading down to Mill Bay and as such is not visible from 

the application area. Its location is further masked by the late 19th century woodland, which was 

added along the southern boundary of the park. There will be no impact upon the visual setting of 

the hall. 

 

 The southern boundary of the Registered Historic Park and Garden lies some 45m to the north of 

the eastern end of the application area. Views to and from this southern boundary are generally 

restricted by the very substantial hedgerow, which runs along the north and eastern boundaries of 

the application area (see also Section 9 above). Information contained within the Register of Parks 

and Gardens in Wales (Cadw, CCW & ICOMOS UK 2002) indicates that the significant views 

within the park are principally confined to those from Cosheston Hall into the east and northeast 

areas of the main garden. The gardens were not designed to be viewed from land to the south, 

which now comprises the application area. While there will therefore be no visual impact upon the 

park itself, the immediate setting for the Historic Park and Garden may be slightly compromised as 

it was originally and continues to be situated within a rural landscape, generally characterised by 

improved pasture, occasional areas of arable and bounded by well maintained hedgerows on 

earthwork banks. The proposed solar farm will introduce a very modern element to a landscape 

which has essentially remained unaltered for a significant period of time. However, as discussed 

previously, the proposed scheme will have a duration of 25 years and is therefore temporary; all 

visual and settings impacts will be reversible. 

 

12.4 Historic landscape development (Sites 9, 36 & 37) 

 The proposed application area lies within an area of land which originally appears to have been an 

open field associated with Post Conquest settlement of Cosheston. This agricultural use appears to 

have remained unaltered since the medieval period, with a brief intervention during WWII in the 

form of an barrage balloon site (Site 10). Much of the central and eastern end of the application area 

retains elements of this former field system in the shape of the slightly curving field boundaries, 

which are a characteristic of enclosed strip fields. These boundaries are not present at the western 

end of the site. This difference in field boundary characteristics corresponds with the boundaries of 

the HLCAs of Carew Milton and Nash and Cosheston (Fig. 2: Sites 36 & 37).   

 

 The application area lies within the broader area of the Milford Haven Waterway Landscape of 

Outstanding Historic Interest (Site 8). A detailed review of the impacts of the proposed application 

upon this landscape, and the two HLCAs of Carew Milton and Nash and Cosheston (Sites 36 & 37) 

has been prepared separately as an ASIDOHL2 assessment. In line with ASIDOHL2 guidelines all 

three landscape designations are considered to be of National Significance.  

 

All of the hedgerows within the application area are ‘important’ under criterion 5 (a) of Schedule 1 of 

Additional Criteria for Determining Important Hedgerows (Part II) of the Hedgerow Regulations 

1997. None will be directly affected by the scheme proposals. The physical integrity of these former 

strip fields, particularly at the east end of the project will therefore remain unaffected by the 

scheme.  

 

12.5 Archaeological sites  

 Of the twenty six archaeological sites identified within the application area, only two lie within the 

boundaries of the proposed application area. These comprise an area of former open fields 

associated with Cosheston (as indicated by the field boundaries and field names), a possible Iron 

Age fortification as indicated by the field name ‘Castles’ at the western end of the application area 
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(both Site 9) and the location of a former WWII barrage balloon site (Site 10). Both sites are of Local 

Significance and comprise elements that are key archaeological/historical components of Cosheston 

and Carew Milton and Nash HLCAs. The possible site of a beacon has also been identified on the 

basis of field name evidence immediately to the northwest of the application area (Beaconing Piece & 

Beacon Piece – Appendix 2: Maps 1 & 2).   

 

No traces of any earthworks which could be associated with a fortification were noted during the 

site visit. It has been suggested that the field name ‘Castles’ may in fact reflect a link between 

Pembroke Castle and the Manor of Cosheston, which had a duty to provide a knight to protect the 

castle (see Section 5.2).  

 

The site of the barrage balloon is known to have been cleared of all above ground infrastructure, 

presumably to restore the plot to agricultural use following the end of the war. It is possible that 

associated subsurface remains may still be present and that these will be disturbed by the piling for 

the PV panels and possible groundworks associated with the inverter and transformer stations 

(Figs. 1 & 2). English Heritage Guidance (EH 2007) suggest an impact area of four times the area of 

the pile.  

 

 

13. CONCLUSIONS 

 

13.1 This assessment has only researched and documented the known archaeological, cartographic and 

documentary resources available and as a consequence has demonstrated that the archaeological 

potential within the proposed application area is restricted to field name evidence for an Iron Age 

hillfort (which may in fact be a topographical reference or a link with Pembroke Castle), and the 

later location of a WWII barrage balloon site (Sites 9 & 10). Field name and cartographic evidence 

also suggests that the application site lies within an area of a former open field associated with the 

Post Conquest settlement of Cosheston. The proposed scheme will not affect the curving 

boundaries, which fossilise the strip fields of the former open field, but may have a direct impact 

upon any surviving subsurface remains associated with the barrage balloon site (Site 10). There also 

remains some limited potential for the presence of hitherto unrecorded archaeological remains, 

which could be directly affected by the development. However the survival of any such deposits is 

questionable given the long period of agricultural use prior to the last 38 years.  

 

13.2 The proposed scheme covers an area of some 25ha on a peninsula which projects into the 

Daugleddau estuary in the Milford Haven Waterway Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest 

(Site 8). The topography, existing tree cover and hedgerows combined with additional tree planting 

as part of the scheme will mean that any visual  impacts will be largely restricted to land lying to 

the south, southwest and west – effectively the Neyland, Pembroke Dock, Cosheston and Carew 

Milton and Nash HLCAs. There may be distant views from areas of high ground in the Historic 

Landscape Character Areas to the north and northwest. The scheme will therefore not prevent the 

understanding of the historic function of this landscape or its evolution. Also its fundamental 

characteristics and elements will not be significantly altered. Any impacts will be temporary and 

reversible.  

 

13.3 The proposed scheme is considered to have a slight impact upon the setting of Cosheston Hall 

Registered Historic Park and Garden and Cosheston Conservation Area (Sites 7 & 21), in as it will 

comprise the introduction of a modern feature to an essentially rural and undeveloped landscape, 
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which has been agricultural land since the medieval period. However the scheme only has a 

duration of 25 years and as such these indirect visual impacts will be temporary and reversible.  

 

14.  ARCHIVE 

14.1 The paper and digital archive are currently held at the offices of AC archaeology Ltd, in 4 Halthaies 

Workshops, Bradninch, near Exeter, Devon, EX5 4LQ.  
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