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Whilst researching the Cosheston School log books to trace its history I found
references to various local gentlewomen who visited the school from time, to
time either distributing largesse or taking part in the teaching. This was a
common practice in Victorian times, especially for local ladies to take an
interest in the education of poor children. It was considered an appropriate
form of charitable good works for the wives and daughters of those better off.

The first time I came across the Wedgwood name was in connection with Mrs
Wedgwood who visited the school on 4th June 1864 to extend an invitation for
the pupils to come for tea on the following Saturday (11th). It became clear
that this was an opportunity for the village folk to celebrate the forthcoming
marriage of her daughter, as William Owen, the School Master records a
school holiday the following Tuesday (14th) for the wedding of Miss
Wedgwood.

I was intrigued by the name Wedgwood as it is appears in Cosheston in
1860s and early 1870s and disappears again without much trace. I wondered
if they were somehow loosely related to the famous potteries family of
Staffordshire. I began my research with the 1871 census. Henry Allen
Wedgwood and his wife, Jessie and daughter Caroline were living at
Woodfield, Cosheston (later becoming the present day Cosheston Hall1).
Going back a decade, the family were living in Tenby at Rock Crescent
(probably no. 3). Their daughters Louisa Frances, Anne Jane and Caroline
Elizabeth as well as their son John Darwin, an Ensign were living at home.
Henry Allen Wedgwood was described as a magistrate although this was
expanded to include landowner and shareholder in the 1871 census. The
census gave his birthplace as Surrey and Jessie’s as in Bristol. This seemed
to distance them from the Wedgwoods of Staffordshire.

However a simple Google search uncovered a much closer relationship than I
first suspected when it became clear that Henry (known as Harry) was
actually the grandson of Josiah Wedgwood the founder of the famous pottery.

His father was Josiah Wedgwood II (known as Jos) who had carved out a
career firstly as his father’s successor at the potteries and later in politics and
was the MP for Stoke on Trent in the great Reform parliament of 1830. After
the death of his father, Jos had moved his family to the south of England to a
small village called Stoke D’Abernon near to Cobham, Surrey. Further
research into the family revealed the Pembrokeshire connection – Harry’s
mother, Elizabeth (Bessy) was the daughter of Captain John Bartlett Allen of
Cresselly.

As if this was not tantalising enough, Jessie, his wife was also his double first
cousin the daughter of John Wedgwood, his father’s brother and Louisa Jane
(Jenny) who was also an Allen and sister to his mother!

1
When Woodfield came into the possession of the Phillips it was extensively remodelled and

expanded and renamed Cosheston Hall which had been its much earlier name. According to
Francis Jones, Historic houses of Pembrokeshire and their families (1996)
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The connections were extremely strong with the Allens but also with another
remarkable family – the Darwins. Henry’s aunt, Susannah Wedgwood
(Sukey) had married Dr. Robert Waring Darwin while his son Charles, the
celebrated author of “On the Origins of Species”, married Harry’s sister,
Emma on his return from the voyage of the Beagle. His brother Josiah III
(known as Joe) married Charles’ sister Caroline Sarah. With such high profile
families I had hoped for much detail of the Cosheston Wedgwoods, but
perhaps because of the wealth of over achievers in these families it seems
that only snippets about Harry and his family still exist.

What do we know? Henry Allen Wedgwood was born 4th April 1799 and
baptised on 12th May 1799 in Stoke D’Abernon, Surrey to Josiah Wedgwood
(Jos) and Elizabeth (Bessy) nee Allen. He was the fourth child of eight and
the second son.

Jos Wedgwood had met Bessy in Cresselly when he was on a well earned
holiday in Wales after spending 1791 visiting major cities in Europe to
promote sales of the famous Wedgwood Portland vase. He was
accompanied by his sister Sukey. Bessy was one of nine sisters and two
brothers. Their upbringing was difficult, especially after the death of their
mother in 1790, when their father’s mood swings became more intense. His
second marriage to a coal miner’s daughter brought even further unhappiness
to the family so visitors were welcomed and when Jos’ sister also charmed
Captain Allen, the Wedgwoods were received with approval.2 Jos prolonged
his stay in Wales eventually marrying Bessy in Jefferston Church in
December 1792. On their return to Staffordshire, his father let them live in
Little Etruria, the house next to Etruria Hall where he lived and ran his
business.

Bessy was universally loved by her family for her sweet nature and kindness
and their home became a haven for the other eight Allen sisters who lived
mostly under the strange rule of their father. Jos was considered to be
somewhat aloof, not given to expressing his feelings. However, they made a
happy marriage and were devoted to each other as well as their large family.

In 1794 John, Jos’ elder brother married Louisa Jane Allen (Jenny) the beauty
in the family of whom Bessy wrote, “the sun always shines, and she seems to
trip rather than slide down the hill of life”.3 They were set up in a house given
them by Josiah in Devonshire Place, London. At this time John was a partner
in the bank of Davison & Co. He had been brought up to be a gentleman and
had not been involved in the potteries business.

The Wedgwood family had all been brought up as Unitarians and were
generally recognised as Whig sympathisers. They were also passionately
engaged in promoting the abolition of slavery. The success of Josiah
Wedgwood’s potteries gave his children the opportunity to be well educated
and to believe themselves the equal to all. Unfortunately the society of the

2
Elizabeth Inglis-Jones, A Pembrokeshire County Family in the 18

th
Century (the Allens of

Cresselly). National Library of Wales Journal, vol. 17 (1971-72)
3

Edna Healey, “An Inspirational Wife, the story of Emma Darwin”, 2001
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day did not necessarily recognise this egalitarian approach. Jos and John
Wedgwood both had aspirations to become country gentlemen and marrying
into the gentry through the Allen family helped these ambitions. Jos, who
inherited the potteries business from his father, had wished to distance
himself from the manufacturing end of the business. Initially he moved to
Surrey and then to Dorset but, to his neighbours, he was still tainted with
trade. Eventually he moved back to Staffordshire where the Wedgwood name
had some standing, and he moved his family to Maer Hall.

“To the whole clan of Wedgwoods, Allens and Darwins no place was ever to
equal this rambling old house with its delightful gardens, woodland walks and
the pond that was always a joy to children; the whole atmosphere pervaded
by Bessy and her husband's benevolence. This was to be his home for the
rest of his life and here Jos was at his happiest while taking a more active part
than formerly in the management of the potteries he could combine it with the
life he loved, farming, building schools and looking after his tenants and
everyone else within his orbit, bringing up his large family to follow the same
unselfish principles. His four sons and five daughters were all very good-
natured, intelligent young people; altogether an exemplary family and the best
possible nephews and nieces to their aunts. Later on when John
Allen[Bessy’s brother], as the father of a very spoilt little family sighed one day
to Jos and expressed the humble wish that his children 'were but like the
worst of his' instead of appearing pleased by the compliment Mr. Wedgwood
drew himself up and sternly desired his brother-in-law to tell him which these
were.”4

After his father’s death Jos’ brother, John, set up home at Cote House outside
Bristol was living a lavish lifestyle, but he did not have the business acumen of
his father or brother and he found himself in difficulties when the bank in
which he was a partner failed. His brother Jos came to his rescue and helped
him to retrench. Forced to give up his grand residence at Cote House, he
moved from one home to another until he settled at The Hill outside
Abergavenny. Correspondence between the Allen sisters suggest that the
Wedgwood children spent summers at Cresselly and knew the Tenby area
well.

Meanwhile, what of Harry? He and his older brother, Joe, according to
Barbara and Hensleigh Wedgwood’s biography of the Wedgwood family, were
both sent to Eton in 1810. However, Jos despaired of both sons: “Joe was
not stupid; he was extremely dull. Harry, on the other hand was frivolous. His
interests were artistic and literary. By joking, day-dreaming and avoiding his
lessons wherever possible, he was forever annoying his father.5” When it
came to sending his younger sons, Frank and Hensleigh, to school Jos chose
Rugby. The alumnus of Rugby also recorded Harry as entering there in 1813.
When he was 17 Harry was given the opportunity to study in Geneva. He was
accompanied out by his brother Joe and three Allen aunts. According to
Barbara and Hensleigh Wedgwood, Harry was the son his parents worried

4
ibid

5
Barbara and Hensleigh Wedgwood, The Wedgwood Circle, 1980
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about most, ”his easy going disposition and gentle manner were in sharp
contrast to the seriousness of the others.” In Geneva their relationship with
Sir James Mackintosh6 gave them the introduction to many of the social elite,
in particular, Madame de Stael. It was here that Jessie Allen met JC Simonde
de Sismondi, the well known Italian historian, whom she was later to marry.
When the others left Geneva for Italy Harry remained where he was a student
amongst others who only spoke French and German. Three months later his
brother Joe reported that Harry was applying himself to the study of moral
philosophy, physics, mathematics, German and drawing lessons. In 1821
Harry graduated from Jesus College, Cambridge.

Whilst he was there he had been known for his epigrammatic wit. One
remembered anecdote in Cambridge referred to that of Mr Sheepshanks of
Jesus College who posted the following notice: "The classical lectures for the
current term will be on the Satyr of Juvenal". Harry put up the following
underneath:

"The Satyr of old was a Satyr of note,
With the head of a Man and the legs of a Goat;
But the Satyr of Jesus does these far surpass
With the Shanks of a Sheep and the head of an Ass."

By 1826 Harry had became a barrister and was living at Essex Court, Temple
and travelling the Carmarthen circuit7. He had lodgings in London and
appeared to be very happy in this environment. He described life in the city
as “the freshest news and freshest fish and to see everybody and everything”.
He told his mother “The country is a very good place to see good company in,
but is very blank by itself…” There were visits by his sisters and aunts who all
enjoyed their time with him but his prowess at the Bar was seriously
questioned. He remained a lightweight in his father’s eyes and this appellate
was so accepted by his extended family that he was generally considered
charming but incompetent.

“…The Assizes will be the week after next. … Harry also will make the circuit
for the first time— I wish he may get a brief but I do not think there is much
chance this time…”8

By this time Harry’s frivolity was a concern to most of his family. Although his
light heartedness charmed most of the members of the family (his relationship
with Charles Darwin’s father was very close), he was his father’s despair.
While his brothers were offered opportunities to enter the firm none was
forthcoming to Harry. Jos wrote to Joe “You will probably think it is strange
as Harry’s prospects at the bar are probably no better than Hensleigh’s, that I
have not thought of making the same offer [to join the firm] to him. It is
because I don’t think him qualified to enter into such business.” 9 There is
evidence that Harry dabbled in some financial dealing and the Pembrokeshire
Records Office have a copy of a mortgage arranged by Harry and his cousin

6
Sir James Mackintosh was the husband of Kitty Allen, Bessy’s sister.

7
Barbara and Hensleigh Wedgwood, The Wedgwood Circle, 1980

8
Letter from Caroline Darwin to Charles Darwin 27

th
Februrary 1826

9
Barbara and Hensleigh Wedgwood, The Wedgwood Circle, 1980
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by marriage, John Mosley, for John Hensleigh Allen of Cresselly and James
Higgins of Scolton in 1846 to lend them £6,000 against farms and land in
Pembrokeshire.

There is a single mention of a marriage for Harry in 1820 to a Caroline White
at Thames Ditton, when he was 21. No reference is made to this marriage by
the Wedgwood biographers and it may be an error. If the marriage existed it
must have been short-lived.

However, in 1829 his mother noticed that he was paying attention to Jessie
Wedgwood, his beautiful cousin at a house party. Her correspondence with
her sister Fanny indicates concern for the match and it implies that they had
been hoping that he would turn his attentions to his other cousin, Susan
Darwin.

“Whether it will last long after she is gone is another thing, but I believe it is
very well she is going. They have been dancing every night and last night
acting besides. She is very pretty, very merry, sitting always by him, and very
much taken up with him. Whether she sees her power and her vanity is
pleased by exerting it, or whether she is unconscious, I don’t know, but as I
said before I am glad she is going. At the same time I like her very much, and
if he and she could afford to marry, I should desire no better…. Susan
[Darwin] comes in second best, and I was in hopes would have caused a
diversion, but she has no chance. In short we are just now very flirtish, very
noisy, very merry and very foolish.”10

The house party also revealed more of Harry’s interests as he formed a
amateur theatrical group - the “Rag Tag Company” – amongst the guests and
they performed the Merry Wives of Windsor (without Falstaff) for the
entertainment of his parents. Other glimpses of the fun loving Harry are
recorded when Edward Drewe (an Allen cousin) wanted to marry before he
came into an inheritance resulting in much to and fro family discussion and
correspondence as to whether he should propose or not. Harry quipped:

“Write, write a letter!
Good advice will make us better.
Sisters, Brothers, Father, Mother
Let us all advise each other!

Despite his mother’s hope that the romance between Harry and Jessie would
fade when parted, in November 1829 they announced their engagement
much to his father’s (if not his mother’s) surprise. Jos had avoided Harry’s
company as much as he could and was amazed that Jessie, the most
beautiful of the girls in that generation and open to many eligible suits, would
accept Harry. He would have preferred Harry to have chosen one of the
Darwin girls and was concerned that Harry’s and Jessie’s financial situation
was too precarious. He wrote to his brother John that although Harry had an

10
ibid
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allowance of £400 per annum only £200 of that could be guaranteed as the
rest was dependent on the prosperity of the business.

In April 1830 Jessie threatened to break off the engagement if Harry failed to
win a bankruptcy case in which he was engaged. Harry had already lost
several important suits. Barbara and Hensleigh Wedgwood suggested that
Jessie had already seen her father’s ineptitude at business and it was likely
that she did not want to become attached to someone else who failed. Harry
immediately raced to Wales to confront Jessie and persuaded her to
reconsider. In September they married at Tenby and immediately set out for
Staffordshire where Jos let them live rent free in a wing of the empty Etruria
Hall.

Unfortunately, from family accounts, the marriage was not a very happy one
and Harry continued to be a dabbler and Jessie became increasingly highly
strung and complaining. In the first week after the wedding Harry’s brother
Hensleigh visited them and reported to his wife that “Jessie trembled violently
on arrival, it quite shook her arms backward and forward, she is the most
nervous person I ever saw.” And a week later he wrote that “Harry does not
flirt a great deal with Jessie. The principal sign of their marriage is her taking
his arm out a-walking.”

Not long after that John and Jenny Wedgwood found themselves needing Jos’
support and they too moved to Etruria. However, in 1832 Jos arranged for his
son, Frank and his new wife Frances (Fanny) Mosley to move into Etruria
Hall, so that he could be on-site to run the potteries. To allow him
accommodation close to the works, Harry and Jessie had to vacate and move
to a small house called Keel where they started their own family. John and
Jenny moved to Seabridge, both houses nearer Maer Hall. When Jenny died
in 1836, Harry and Jessie and their family moved in with John and Jessie’s
sister Sarah Elizabeth (Eliza). Here John continued his passion for gardens11.
He had been a keen gardener ever since he was a boy and his gardens at
Cote House had been spectacular.

During this time, Harry and Jessie were expanding their family. From an
obscure diary of Frances Allen, who was the wife of the rector of
Bosherston.12 She wrote on 2nd February 1834 “Heard of Jessie Wedgwood
having a little Girl her first child living.” This would have been Louisa Frances
and the comment infers that there may have been previous miscarriages or
still births. Louisa would go on to marry William Kempson and have two
children. In 1837 Caroline Elizabeth was born and she was to remain
unmarried and living with her parents until their deaths. In 1840 John Darwin
was the first son and he went on to join the army. He married Helen Margaret

11
He is commonly referred to as the founder of the Royal Horticultural Society. He was

aware that there was no society for the encouragement of horticulture as there was for
agriculture and the arts. He wrote to the King’s gardener putting forward a model for such a
society. In 1804 John took the chair at the inaugural meeting and for many years he
continued to take an active role.
12

She and her husband were relatives of the Allens of Cresselly
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Tyler in 1866.13 His early tragic death left a young widow and one child. In
1841 Anne Jane was born, she too went on to marry a military man, Ralph
Carr, but died in 1877. The next son Arthur was born in 1843. Arthur was
educated in Kenilworth, Warwickshire and went on into the Church. The last
child was born in 1847, Rowland Hensleigh, when they were living in Woking.
He was educated at Cheltenham College and then went on to Worcester
College Oxford eventually becoming a curate. In 1881 he was in lodgings in
Cheltenham no doubt to be close to his ailing father. But, after his father’s
death, he is recorded as living on his own means. He appears to have
married twice, the first time to Sophia Helena Rudd in 1883 who died in 1899.
In the 1901 census, he was living with his unmarried sister Caroline and their
niece Hester Kempson in Sussex but he remarried in 1907 to Agnes Harley.
He was the longest surviving of the children dying in 1921.

Four years after the death of his father in 1843 Harry and Jessie moved away
from Staffordshire and took up residence in the Hermitage, Woking, Surrey
according to the 1851 census. Their home included their children and
Jessie’s sister, Eliza. They seemed to be a substantial household including a
butler, cook, four maids, a groom and a gardener. The census enumerator
described Harry as a magistrate and barrister (not practising). I wondered
about Harry’s state of mind – of all his children, Harry was the least
appreciated by Jos and was to some extent reliant on his father’s charity. It
would appear that Jos’ death gave Harry some independence – he no longer
needed employment and was able to live like a gentleman. However he was
no longer young and into middle age with a wife who was considered petulant
and disappointed.

Harry was known to have written stories for his own children and nieces and
nephews. His most famous story was “The Bird Talisman – An Eastern Tale”
and it was published in the “School Tutor” 1852. It was later privately
published by his sister Emma (Darwin) in 1887 after his death. However, in
1939 it was published again by Faber & Faber with illustrations by Gwen
Raverat14 (grand-daughter of Emma).

She wrote in her preface:

“The following Fairy Tale was written by my great-uncle Harry Wedgwood for
his children … and it was so much liked by all the children of the Wedgwoods
and Darwins … I never knew him, but I have always heard that he was a
genial and charming man and that he was held to be the wit of the family. He
made some amusing pen-and-ink drawings to illustrate this story; but they
were very few and very small, and we children always felt that the appearance
of the book was rather arid; so I have at last overcome my feelings of
sacrilege in tampering with a sacred work and have tried to illustrate it myself.
And in spite of the very kind approbation of Uncle Harry’s surviving

13
She was the daughter of Admiral Tyler who had married Margaret Leach, sister of Henry

Leach a previous owner of Woodfield.
14

Gwendoline Mary "Gwen" Raverat née Darwin (26 August 1885 – 11 February 1957) was
a celebrated English wood engraving artist who co-founded the Society of Wood Engravers in
England. She and her husband were part of the Bloomsbury Group..
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grandchildren, I feel I ought to apologise to all my relations, both known and
unknown, for the presumption of the attempt. I should add, that the author
was never in the East in his life; and that neither he nor I have made any effort
to be accurately Indian.”

A second edition of the illustrated version was published in 1974 following the
story being featured on Jackanory.15

By 1861 the family had chosen to move to Tenby in Wales. This decade in
their lives seems to have gone unremarked by the historians so one can
surmise that the connections with the Allen family still had a pull. Also up until
his death in 1860 Jessie’s older brother Colonel Thomas Josiah Wedgwood
(Tom) was a respected resident of Greenhill Tenby and they may have
wanted to be closer to him and his family. Again they were living in a
desirable residence – No. 3 Rock Terrace – a classic Georgian house recently
featured in a BBC programme celebrating Welsh Architecture – with a
substantial household of servants.

By 1864 they had moved to Cosheston. There is a small amount of evidence
that they were only involved on the periphery of the local community. The
family were no longer practising Unitarians and were worshippers in the
Anglican tradition. The points of recorded impact on Cosheston were
weddings and funerals, minor land deals and slight association with the
school.

In June 1864 their eldest daughter, Louisa Frances married William John
Kempson, a retired Major, at St Michael’s Church, Cosheston, the Rev.
William Bowling officiated, with much celebration in the village. Major
Kempson was a clergyman’s son from Herefordshire and was educated at
Rugby and Cambridge. He took part in the China War of 1860, one of a

15
“Jackanory” was a long running BBC children’s programme that illustrated and dramatised

children’s stories from 1965 – 1996. It has been re-commissioned by CBBC.
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series fought for dubious motives! He was involved in heavy fighting both at
the capture of the Taku Forts and the surrender of Beijing. However, his
claim to fame was his cricketing career described on the Cricinfo.com
website:

“ William Kempson was an upper order batsman of sound method but limited
success, who gained his blue at Cambridge in 1855, when the University
Match was the only first class fixture that Cambridge played. … He made four
appearances for the Gentlemen of England between 1855 and 1858, without
success. His other batting achievement was to score 46 for the University,
early in 1855 v The Gentlemen of Cambridgeshire, a team which honoured
geographical qualification more in the breach than the observance. This was a
low scoring match and he was easily the top scorer.

“On graduating he was commissioned in the 99th Regiment and seems to
have been stationed in County Cork In 1856, he played for XXII of Cork
against Charles Lawrence's United Ireland XI, being dismissed for low scores
by fellow Cambridge Blue Joseph McCormick in each innings. It appears that
the connection that he had with Ireland was purely a military one. His debut
match for Ireland - in eleven-a-side matches - was at Rotunda Gardens,
Dublin in 1857 against the Gentlemen of England. He had, however played for
XVIII of Ireland against the United England XI at Phoenix Park in September
1856. Historically, the most interesting feature of his innings was that both
were terminated by John Wisden, then six years away from founding his
Almanack.”

In 1867 the Wedgwoods enlarged and remodelled Woodfield, probably by
Frederick Robertson Kempson – the brother of Louisa’s new husband – and
also a well known and respected architect. Its style was described as
“restrained but electic Gothic. Two storeys but with varied roof heights and
steep dormers on an irregular plan. Rendered walls and many tall
chimneystacks (mostly now missing) are relieved by brick and sandstone
polychromy. Inside a good teak staircase with chunky balusters.”16

The next entry in the Parish records about the Wedgwoods was 8th March
1870 and was a more sombre occasion on the burial of their son Captain
John Darwin Wedgwood after his death in Bath. John was the much loved
son of both his parents and his accidental death must have shattered
whatever harmony existed. Barbara and Hensleigh Wedgwood recorded the
letter his niece Snow Wedgwood wrote to her friend Emily Gurney:

“An Uncle for whom I have an especial love, and still more pity, thinking him
so little appreciated by his wife or any of the family but his eldest son, was out
in a boat with this beloved son – the boat overset, my Uncle looked back and
saw John, as he thought in his depth. He saved himself by clutching an oar –
but the young man was carried away by the flood! He was not a character the
least interesting to me (except that he was sweet-tempered) an empty headed

16
Thomas Lloyd, Julian Orbach and Robert Scourfield, “The Buildings of Wales

Pembrokeshire”, 2004
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officer; but he was the one centre of love in his family. With no other strong
bond they were all devoted to him. My poor Uncle had to tell the wife who
was just recovering from her confinement…”

One can only imagine the effect such a senseless death had on the whole
family and on Harry to have survived and his son lost. The school again was
closed for the funeral.

Later the same year was the marriage of their daughter Anne Jane to Major
(later Colonel) Ralph Edward Carr on 20 September, again at St Michaels but
with her brother Arthur officiating. This ceremony was not met with a school
holiday, local celebrations or public announcements, no doubt coming so
shortly after her brother’s death it was a more muted affair. The marriage in
the same year as mourning for John may have been because Major Carr was
being posted to the East Indies in December. It is possible that Anne became
acquainted with Major Carr during his appointment to the command of the
Depot at Pembroke Dock in May 1868. He was from an old respected County
Durham family. The Worcestershire Regiment recorded his military service on
their web site:

“Ralph Edward Carr entered the army as Ensign in the 39th Foot, his
commission bearing date 13th of February 1852. On 10th of June 1853, he
was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant, and on 16th of April 1854, he sailed
for Gibraltar, where he served until 6th of December of same year. From
thence lie proceeded with his regiment to the Crimea, where he was engaged
with 3rd Division in the siege of Sebastopol from 1st of January 1855, till the
fall of the place on 8th of September, including the attack on Redan, 18th of
June 1855, and sortie on Woronzoff Road, 2nd of August 1855. Mentioned in
the despatches of General Simpson, 4th of August 1855 published in London
Gazette, 16th of August 1855. Medal with clasp for Sebastopol, Turkish
Crimean medal, Knight of Legion of Honour, 10th of November 1855.

“On 25th of January 1856, he was promoted to a company in his regiment. On
25th of February 1856, he joined the depot companies at Limerick, where he
remained until 24th of June of the same year. On that date he exchanged into
the 36th Regiment, and on 22nd of September 1856, sailed for the West
Indies, where he joined the service companies at Newcastle, Jamaica. On the
36th Regiment being relieved by the 41st Regiment, Captain Carr embarked
on 18th of May 1857, at Kingstown, Jamaica, in command of "G" Company on
board H.M. corvette "Cossack," for passage to England. Served in England
and Ireland till 3rd of August 1863. He then embarked with the 36th Regiment
for the East Indies, and served there until 18th of May 1868, when he was
appointed to the command of the Depot at Pembroke Dock.

“On 3rd of April 1870, he was promoted to a majority in the regiment. On 1st
of December 1870, he again sailed for the East Indies, in command of drafts
of various regiments on board the steam transport "City of Brussels," for the
purpose of rejoining his regiment. He served there until 13th of November
1875, on which date the regiment embarked for England, arriving on 20th
December 1875. On 1st of October 1877, he was promoted Brevet
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Lieutenant-Colonel, and on 19th of December same year Lieutenant-Colonel,
when he succeeded Colonel Fitzwilliam Frederick Hunter in the command of
the regiment.

“On 1st of October, 1881, he was promoted Brevet Colonel.

“Commanded the 36th Regiment of Foot (1st Battalion) from December 1877
to July 1881 (became 2nd Battalion Worcestershire Regiment in 1881).”

The final entry in the burial transcripts for St Michael’s was for 29th November
1872 after the death of Jessie. She would have been 68 years of age.

Between 1872 and 1874 Harry and Caroline left Cosheston and Lady
Catherine Allen, the widow of Seymour Allen of Cresselly, became the new
resident at Woodfield. In the 1881 census they were living in Cheltenham
with the widowed Louisa’s children and their governess. (Louisa was
recorded as visiting Kempson relatives in Herefordshire). Major Kempson had
died in 1877 in Folkstone, Kent.

During his widowed state Harry returned to his literary pursuits and began to
write about Staffordshire and its people from the days of his grandfather.
According to Dr John Thomas17 Harry wrote six volumes between 1877 and
1881 – the first three were called “The Romance of Staffordshire” and the next
three were entitled “Staffordshire Up and Down the County”. They were
collections of the “Sketches” he had written for the Staffordshire Times and
the Staffordshire Sentinel which had wide circulation in that county.

Some of these essays were brought together in a volume called “People of
the Potteries” and published in 1970 by Adams & Dart as part of their
“Documents of Social History” series. Harry showed a rare gift for story-telling
and a lightness of touch. John Thomas called him “a master of social
observation and descriptive prose”. It is remarkable that although he had left
the potteries as soon as he could afford to and lived in the South of England,
Gloucestershire and Wales, it was the place of his fore-fathers that inspired
him. In one of his prefaces, he wrote of his ambitions “to be enabled to write
up the history and traditions of at least this part of the County”. This he did
not for money or fame, for he continues, “I am actuated by no other feeling
than that of love of my native place where my fathers, traceable for several
centuries have lived before me.”… “My aim is to induce men to love and
appreciate more and more their native land, and as human nature always
turns to that which is nearest, so I would have our own Staffordshire put first”.
… “The love of Country, next to the love of the Creator is the noblest feeling
cherished by man”. 18

Harry seems to have had reached some level of achievement in his later
years if not widespread recognition. However, it is certain he was dearly

17
John Thomas MA, PhD, FRSA, author of “The Rise of the Staffordshire Potteries” wrote the

Foreward to Henry Allen Wedgwood’s “People of the Potteries”, 1970.
18

Ibid
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loved and well thought of by his brothers and sisters and their offspring. He
was a regular visitor to Emma (Darwin) at Cambridge and Down in Kent and
in her letters she referred affectionately to Harry and his brothers Frank and
Hensleigh, as “my old gents”. He died in October 1885 after a month’s illness.
No doubt missed for his geniality and wit.
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